
A message from Chief Jones

This year represents both a reflection on where 
we have been and a clear step forward in where 
we are going. In 2025, our members responded 
to nearly 45,000 calls for service—each one 
grounded in our mission of Professionally and 
Compassionately Helping People. 

Across our region, the demands on the fire 
service continue to grow in both volume and 
complexity. Whether responding to major fire 
incidents, providing critical emergency medical 
care, or assisting neighboring communities 
through mutual aid, the women and men of 
Puget Sound Fire continue to deliver exceptional 
service with professionalism, skill, and 
compassion.
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PROFESSIONALLY AND COMPASSIONATELY HELPING PEOPLE

This past year also marked an important 
transition for our organization. With changes 
in leadership and a thoughtful reorganization 
of our command structure, we have taken 
deliberate steps to position Puget Sound Fire 
for the future. These changes are centered on 
strengthening accountability, improving service 
delivery, and ensuring we are aligned to meet 
the evolving needs of the communities we serve.

As we look ahead, our priorities are clear. 
We will continue to invest in our people, 
recognizing that a strong, supported workforce 
is the foundation of everything we do. We will 
strengthen our culture by reinforcing our values 
and our commitment to one another. And we 
will remain focused on innovation, ensuring our 
training, equipment, and response capabilities 
keep pace with a changing risk environment.

In 2025, we also made meaningful investments 
in our fleet and operational readiness, including 
the addition of new fire engines. These 
efforts ensure we are prepared not only for 
today’s emergencies, but for the challenges of 
tomorrow.

To the communities we serve, thank you for your 
continued trust and support. It is a privilege 
to serve you, and we remain committed to 
providing the highest level of service every day.

To the members of Puget Sound Fire, thank you 
for your dedication, resilience, and unwavering 
commitment to this profession. You are the 
strength of this organization, and I am honored 
to serve alongside you. 

Mark Jones, Fire Chief

MARK JONES
Fire Chief

We will continue to invest in 
our people, recognizing that a 

strong, supported workforce is the 
foundation of everything we do.
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SIGNIFICANT CALLS FROM 2025
By Division Chief Pat Pawlak

Thursday, February 6, 2025

The afternoon of Thursday, February 6, Puget Sound Fire responded to a reported fire at Bonel Mobile 
Manor, in Kent. Responding firefighters saw a large thermal column and upgraded the incident to a 
working fire.  When Engine 471 arrived, the crew found a single-wide manufactured home engulfed 
in flames and the fire was extending to the manufactured homes on either side. Given the size of the 
fire and the number of mobile homes involved, a 2nd alarm was requested. In total, four manufactured 
homes were damaged by the fire. All total, four manufactured homes were damaged by this fire.

The management of the fire was divided to maintain span of control for the incident commander. The 
incident commander established Delta Division and a medical group supervisor. There were no injuries 
to the residents or firefighters reported. Sadly, firefighters did locate one deceased pet during their 
secondary search. The Public Information Officer coordinated with the Red Cross to provide emergency 
assistance to four families and with a board-up company. Puget Sound Fire was assisted by units from 
Renton Regional Fire Authority, South King Fire & Rescue, Valley Regional Fire Authority, Skyway Fire, 
and King County Medic One. 

Tuesday, September 2, 2025

Puget Sound Fire responded to a reported garage fire in the 21220 block of 33rd Avenue South, in 
SeaTac. While responding, firefighters could see a large thermal column from a distance away and 
upgraded the incident to a working fire. Battalion 345 was the first unit on scene and found a large 
amount of fire coming from the garage area and extending into the house. A second alarm was 
requested due to the fire extending to the house next door. 

The management of the fire was divided to maintain span of control for the incident commander. The 
incident commander established a Main Fire Unit (MFU) Division, a Delta Division, and a medical group 
supervisor. The MFU Division was responsible for fire control on the original house, Delta Division was 
responsible for fire control on the exposure house, and the medical group supervisor was responsible 
for patient care and firefighter rehab. There were no injuries to the residents or firefighters reported. 
Firefighters remained on scene all night, monitoring hotspots.

The Public Information Officer coordinated with the Red Cross to provide emergency assistance to one 
family and with a board-up company. Fire investigators, from Puget Sound Fire, investigated the cause 
and origin of the fire. Puget Sound Fire was assisted by units from King County Fire District #2, Port of 
Seattle Fire Department, South King Fire & Rescue, and King County Medic One. 

Fire, EMS, hazardous materials (HAZMAT), and specialty rescue responses make up the foundation of what Puget Sound Fire does. In 2025, Puget Sound Fire 
responded to: 30,338 EMS; 1,780 fire; 757 HAZMAT; 236 specialty rescue; and 11,328 fire alarm, service, and storm related incidents. The following are two 
significant calls/events from 2025:

ANNUAL REPORT 
NOW AVAILABLE

Download your copy at 
pugetsoundfire.org/resources

According to the American Heart Association, about 90 percent of people who suffer out-
of-hospital cardiac arrests die. When a person has a cardiac arrest, survival depends on 
immediately receiving CPR from someone nearby. CPR, especially if performed immediately, 
can double, or triple a cardiac arrest victim’s chance of survival. If you are called on to give 
CPR in an emergency, you will most likely be trying to save the life of someone you love.

Puget Sound Fire, Renton Regional Fire Authority and Valley Regional Fire Authority are 
jointly providing CPR/AED and First Aid training to the community. Whether you are looking 
for training for personal knowledge, or certification has been required by your employer, our 
program has the training and standardized curriculum to provide you the skills you need.

 For more information or to register, visit https://bit.ly/CPR_AED_PSF.

CPR CLASSES: TRAIN TODAY. SAVE TOMORROW!



This year has proven to be a busy year so far. 
Chief Jones has built out a great leadership 
team, and his team and the governance board’s 
priorities remain identical, ensuring your 
firefighters have the sustainable funding to have 
the needed equipment, apparatus, programs, 
and training to serve all of you compassionately 
and professionally. 

As we continue through 2026, the citizens who 
live in King County Fire District #43 and the City 
of Black Diamond will be voting whether to 
annex into Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority. 

If the measure passes for King County Fire 
District #43, the commissioners will have two 
voting members on the governance board 
instead of one non-voting member.

If the measure passes for the City of Black 
Diamond, they two will have two voting 
members on the governance board.

This is an exciting time for Puget Sound Fire and 
the governance board, and we are committed 
to serving our diverse communities and citizens 
with integrity and compassion. Thank you for 
allowing us to serve you! 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNANCE BOARD
By Verna Seal, Governance Board Chairperson

VERNA SEAL
Governance Board Chairperson
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ANNUAL POLICE vs. FIRE CHARITY HOCKEY GAME
A Community Tradition Growing Stronger Each Year
By Captain Greg Duarte, Puget Sound Fire and Fire Hockey Team Captain
and Captain Cathy Browning

On February 28, 2026, the 2nd Annual Police vs. 
Fire Charity Cup took place at accesso ShoWare 
Center as a pre-game event preceding the 
Seattle Thunderbirds vs. Everett Silvertips First 
Responder Appreciation Night. The game 
featured the Puget Sound Fire Hockey Club 
facing off against the South Sound Law Dogs in a 
charity match that has quickly become a beloved 
community tradition. The event is a collaborative 
effort supported by Puget Sound Fire, with 
funding from the Puget Sound Firefighters 
Foundation, IAFF Local 1747, the Behind the 
Badge Foundation, and multiple community 
partners.

The festivities began outside ShoWare Center, 
where partner agencies set up interactive 
stations giving the public a chance to engage 
directly with first responders. Attendees 
explored emergency vehicles, enjoyed games, 
and received valuable safety information. 
Agencies present included Kent Police, 
Washington State Patrol, Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Office, King County 911, and the Zone 3 Fire 
Cadets.

Inside, the game opened with a presentation 
of Colors by the Puget Sound Fire & Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Honor Guards, accompanied by 
the Puget Sound Firefighters Pipes & Drums. A 
moment of recognition followed, honoring fallen 
firefighters and law enforcement officers from 
agencies represented on both teams who had 
died in the line of duty in 2025.

Then it was game time. The puck was dropped 
by City of Kent Mayor Dana Ralph, and the action 
was fierce from the start. The Puget Sound 
Fire Hockey Club fought hard to defend their 
2025 Charity Cup title, but the South Sound 

Law Dogs claimed victory with a final score of 
9–4. The series now stands tied at 1–1, and for 
anyone in attendance, it was clear this rivalry 
is only heating up. The fire team will be hungry 
for redemption at the 2027 game - happening 
February 27, 2027 at accesso ShoWare - stay 
tuned to our social media for details.

The Puget Sound Firefighters Foundation raised 
$17,000 through this event, with funds going 
to support local community efforts in the Puget 
Sound Fire service area. A dedicated portion of 
proceeds from the 2026 Charity Cup will benefit 
the Tukwila Food Bank.

This year’s event was a tremendous success 
made possible by our incredible community, 
partnering agencies, players, and volunteers 
Thank you to our community partner sponsors, 
who we also could not have done this without:

	• Accesso ShoWare

	• Dr. Addie Chang Dentistry

	• Firehouse Subs Covington

	• Gesa Credit Union

	• Olympic Security Solutions

	• Pacific NW Restoration

	• Top Gun Bar & Grill   
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SAFER ROADS THROUGH TEEN EDUCATION
By Don Maher, Public Educator

Car crashes are the number one killer of young 
people in America, and most of these crashes are 
100% preventable based on the choices made 
inside the car. Puget Sound Fire has adopted 
the Impact Teen Drivers program to help curb 
this preventable health epidemic. The program 
includes in-person presentations with interactive 
education modules. The focus of the program 

is to save lives by encouraging good decisions 
behind the wheel, ultimately creating a driving 
culture that is distraction-free. Puget Sound Fire’s 
goal is to be in every high school within our 
community to help educate our young drivers 
on the importance of safe driving. 

Small choices behind the wheel saves lives. 

You have the power to make choices that will 
keep you and those around you safe. Before 
you put the car in drive, take a moment to 
set yourself up for success by putting all 
distractions away, buckling up properly and 
making sure your passengers are buckled as 
well, removing earbuds or headphones, keeping 
your music at a reasonable level, and—if you’re 
a passenger—knowing your driver. Anytime 

The Toys for Joy program made a meaningful 
difference for more than 1,100 children and 
their families throughout our service area this 
holiday season, providing toys, stocking stuffers, 
books, and more. Working alongside local 
food banks and community organizations, we 
ensured collected donations reached those who 
needed them most.

This long-standing program would not be 
possible without the generous support of our 
community — from residents dropping off 
donations at our stations to local businesses 
running their own collection efforts on our 
behalf.

Our Adopt-A-Family component supported 
40 families referred by teachers and counselors 
from area school districts, serving 160 children 
in total. Each family received a basket filled with 
toys and stocking stuffers, as well as essential 
household items for the children in the home.

Jerry Woods Holiday Engine Food Drive

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Jerry Wood Holiday Engine Food Drive another 
success in 2025. Through the collective efforts 
of our community, we provided meaningful 
assistance to families at local food banks 
throughout our service area, collecting $21,025 
in donations and 28,280 pounds of food.

Thank You to Our Community Partners

We are deeply grateful to the following long-
standing community partners whose continued 
generosity helps us meet the growing needs of 
our community:

	• Bowen Scarff Ford

	• Estes Express Lines

	• Green River Telephone Pioneers

	• Hillary Okrent-Grilley – Keller Williams Realty

	• Marlatt Funeral Home

	• Pacific Cascade Mustang Club

	• Pacific NW Restoration

	• Tractor Supply Co.

We will launch our 2026 holiday programs 
in November. If you would like to be a part 
of these efforts, or learn more, please email 
holidayprograms@pugetsoundfire.org. 

MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT: A SEASON OF IMPACT
By Captain Cathy Browning, Community Relations

you are driving, stay fully engaged by keeping 
both eyes on the road and two hands on the 
wheel, remaining focused on the task of driving, 
and following all traffic laws. Don’t hesitate to 
speak up if passengers become rowdy, and if 
you’re a passenger, say something if the driver is 
distracted.

These small but important choices can make all 
the difference in keeping everyone safe. 
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Last year Puget Sound Fire along with the Puget 
Sound Firefighters Foundation launched a back-
to-school supply drive. For the first year, we were 
able to collect supplies for all the 38 elementary 
schools in our service area. We started this 
drive with a mission to provide essential school 
supplies to students and teachers as they kick 
off the school year. Supporting students so they 
have the supplies they need is one small, yet 
impactful way to encourage success. The cost 
of school supplies has increased over the years 
causing a higher financial burden for many 
families. This makes our drive all the more vital to 
many in our community. We are continuing this 
drive in hopes of collecting even more supplies 
to support our families. 

Items needed include pencils, crayons, markers, 
glue sticks, scissors, folders, disinfecting wipes 
and more.

The supplies collected will go to the elementary 
schools in the Puget Sound Fire service area. This 
includes schools in the Highline, Kent, Tahoma, 
and Tukwila school districts. 

Donations can be dropped off at 
any Puget Sound Fire Station 

between June and August. 

Join us in helping students start the school year 
off right - confident and ready to learn! 

GIVE BACK THIS SUMMER AND HELP LOCAL STUDENTS 
Annual school supply drive expands across 38 local schools.
By Bre Boyce, Public Educator

KIDS’ ACTIVITY: BE A FIRE INVESTIGATOR!
By Carly Mills, Public Educator

There was a fire at the Johnson house! Everyone was able to get out safely, but now they need to figure out what started the fire. After our firefighters 
extinguished the flames, our fire investigators need to come in to solve the case. Can you help Fire Investigator Earl solve the case? Fire Investigator Earl knows 
that each item in our puzzle can start a home fire but needs help figuring out which one started it and where. Do you think you are up for the challenge? 

Read the clues below to help decide where each item was and what started the fire. Use an X to eliminate any possibilities and a check mark to show 
the correct answer.

1.  The weather was getting warmer, so Mr. Johnson put the space heater away for the summer next to his holiday decorations.

2.  Fire Investigator Earl realized that the fire was not caused by something you can plug in.

3.  The frying pan was not in its usual location because Katy was playing Chef with Mrs. Johnson.

4.  After riding around the neighborhood earlier in the day with his friends, Danny left his e-bike outside.

5.  The fire happened inside of the house.

6.  Dinner was kind of stinky, so Mr. and Mrs. Johnson lit a candle to help air it out.

7.  The matches were put away in a place where Katy and Danny could not get to them easily.

Candle Matches E-Bike Frying Pan Space Heater

Kitchen

Bedroom

Fire Pit

Garage

Attic
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STUDENT ART LIGHTS UP PUGET SOUND FIRE
By Don Maher, Public Educator

Puget Sound Fire has partnered with art classes 
across our region to celebrate student creativity 
and community connection. Kindergarten 
classes have produced fire engines cut out from 
basic shapes, while many middle school classes 
have completed incredible fire department 
inspired 2-D prints and linocut art.

The Art Wall has quickly become the talk of 
Fire Training Consortium. Many fire chiefs in 
the building have laid claims to the work and 
have hung them in their offices. The artwork is 
also shared with our governance board during 
the monthly meeting.  We look forward to 
continuing to grow this project and to seeing 
the amazing work our students in the 
community create. 

Serve with integrity Lead by example Be resilient Take care of each otherOUR CORE VALUES

Linda Reeff – Admin II

30 YEARS

Brandon Kim – Engineer

Andrew Reilly – Engineer

Roy Whitcutt – Engineer

27 YEARS

Teri Smith – HR Director

Mark Coffin – Captain

26 YEARS

Beth Peterson – Admin I

25 YEARS

Dan Hardman – Captain

26 YEARS

Rob Allen – Captain

18 YEARS

Brian Carson – Fire Chief

33 YEARS

Dan Conroy – Assistant Chief

35 YEARS

Rick Cox – Deputy Chief

35 YEARS 34 YEARS

Tim Martinsen – District Chief

Kory Custer – Captain

34 YEARS

Dan Flood – Captain

34 YEARS

Ken Whitmore – Battalion Chief

33 YEARS 33 YEARS

Shane Skladany – Engineer

2 YEARS16 YEARS

26 YEARS 26 YEARS

years of service!

Thank you for a combined

Jimmy Webb – Deputy Chief

COME SEE US AT A
COMMUNITY EVENT

THIS SUMMER!

Kent International Festival
May 30

Maple Valley Days
June 12-14

SeaTac Bike Rodeo
June 13 

Cornucopia Days
July 10-12

Covington Days Festival
July 18-19

Maple Valley Kids’ Festival
July 18

Covington KidsFest
August 8

Station 81 Open House
September 12

2025 PUGET SOUND FIRE RETIREES
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PUGET SOUND FIRE LAUNCHES COMMUNITY CONNECT
New online portal makes it easier to request outdoor burning permits.

MEET OUR NEW FIREFIGHTERS
We are proud to welcome the following members to the Puget Sound Fire family. These individuals proved their dedication throughout their fire 
academy training, and we are excited about the depth of service and professionalism they will bring to our communities.

Kendall Bird Graeme McAuslan

Daniel Cockson Cameron McDowell

Samuel Down Taylor Olson

Keegan Fitzpatrick Hudson Renn

Koll Ford Amber Takara

Nicolette Huntley Ruben Toledo III

RECRUIT 
CLASS 21

Puget Sound Fire is changing the process of 
requesting outdoor burning permits. We are very 
happy to announce a new application called 
Community Connect through First Due.

Residents of King County Fire Districts #37 and 
#43 who live outside the urban growth area 
will be able to request an outdoor burning 
permit through the new Community Connect 
portal. Residents will be able to set up a profile 
and request an outdoor burning permit online. 
Permits will be issued based off the resident’s 

address and if they reside outside the urban 
growth area set by Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency. King County Fire Districts #37 and #43 
are allowed to burn annually.

Some of the features of the new portal:

	• Signing up for the portal is free.

	• It’s available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

	• No need to visit a fire station for a permit.

	• Outdoor burning permits will continue to be 
offered free of charge.

Puget Sound Fire will be able to notify residents 
through Community Connect by text or email 
when there are fire safety or air quality burn bans 
in effect.

Please contact the Fire Marshal’s Office at 
(253) 856-4400 if there are any questions, 
or if you need help setting up a profile in 
Community Connect.  



Emergency 9-1-1

Emergency Management (253) 856-4440

Public Information Officer (253) 856-4405

Community Risk Reduction (253) 856-4440

FD CARES (253) 856-4398

Public Education (253) 856-4480

CPR and First Aid Classes (253) 856-4300

Disaster Preparedness (253) 856-4440

RFA Governance Board (253) 856-4300

Fire Chief: Mark Jones (253) 856-4300

Newsletter Editor: Janet Hobbs (253) 856-4480

Email fire@pugetsoundfire.org

Website pugetsoundfire.org

FIRE HEADQUARTERS / ADMINISTRATION
20811 84th Avenue South
Kent, WA 98032
(253) 856-4300
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Wildfires aren’t just an Eastern Washington or 
California problem anymore. In recent years, 
Western Washington has seen longer dry 
periods, hotter summers, and more wildfire 
smoke—conditions that increase the risk of fires 
spreading into communities. While we can’t 
control the weather, we can take steps to better 
protect our homes and be ready to act when it 
matters most.

Most homes don’t ignite from a large wall of 
flames—they ignite from small, wind-driven 
embers. These embers can land on roofs, decks, 
or in gutters and start a fire before you even 
realize there’s danger nearby. That’s why home 
hardening—reducing vulnerabilities around 
your property—is one of the most effective ways 
to lower your risk.

Start with your roof and gutters. Keep them clear 
of leaves, pine needles, and debris—especially 
during late summer when conditions are driest. 
It doesn’t take much for an ember to ignite 
accumulated debris.

Next, look at vents and openings. Embers can 
enter through attic vents or crawl spaces, so 
installing fine metal mesh screens (1/8 inch or 
smaller) helps block embers while maintaining 
airflow. Check for gaps around windows, doors, 
and siding as well.

Your yard plays a critical role. Creating 
“defensible space” around your home can 
significantly reduce fire risk. Within the first five 
feet, use non-flammable materials like gravel 
or stone and avoid placing firewood, mulch, or 
flammable plants against your home. From 5-30 
feet out, keep vegetation trimmed and spaced, 
and remove dead plants and debris regularly.

Decks and fences are also common weak 
points. Keep decks clean and consider using 
fire-resistant materials when making upgrades. 
Fences that attach directly to your home 
should be made of non-combustible materials 
whenever possible.

Just as important as strengthening your home is 
being prepared to leave it if necessary. Wildfires 
can move quickly, and having a plan in place 
ensures you and your family can act without 
hesitation. This is where the Ready, Set, Go! 
program comes in.

Ready, Set, Go! is a regional public safety 
campaign designed to help residents 
understand evacuation levels and take early 
action during emergencies. It provides a simple, 
clear framework:

	• Level 1 – READY: Be aware of potential 
danger. Stay informed, monitor local alerts, 
and review your evacuation plan.

	• Level 2 – SET: Be prepared to leave at a 
moment’s notice. Pack essential items, gather 
pets, and stay alert.

	• Level 3 – GO: Be prepared to leave at a 
moment’s notice. Pack essential items, gather 
pets, and stay alert.

Taking steps to harden your home directly 
supports this approach. A well-prepared home 
is more likely to withstand embers, giving you 
peace of mind if you need to evacuate quickly. At 
the same time, being ready to leave early helps 
protect lives and allows emergency responders 
to focus on controlling the fire rather than 
conducting last-minute rescues.

Additional preparedness steps can make a 
big difference: sign up for Alert King County 
notifications, ensure your address is clearly 
visible from the street, maintain a hose long 
enough to reach all areas of your property, and 
prepare an emergency kit with food, water, and 
essential supplies.

Our region includes urban areas, forested hills, 
and rural communities, all of which can be 
vulnerable during dry conditions. While wildfires 
here behave differently than in other parts of the 
state, the risk is real, and preparation is key.

Hardening your home and following the Ready, 
Set, Go! program work hand in hand. One 
reduces the chance of your home igniting; the 
other ensures you know exactly what to do if a 
wildfire threatens your area.

Wildfires can happen with little warning, but 
preparation makes all the difference. By acting 
now—at home and as a community—we can 
better protect our families, our neighborhoods, 
and the place we live. 

HOME HARDENING & WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Be Ready Before it Starts

☐  Inspect siding and crawl space openings.

☐  Clean roof regularly.

☐  Clear gutters.

☐  Inspect and clean decks.

☐  Use fire-resistant materials for decks.

☐  Use non-combustible materials for fences.

☐  Install metal mesh screens on vents.

☐  Seal gaps around windows and doors.

☐  Use gravel, stone, or non-flammable 
materials (within 0-5 ft.).

☐  Remove firewood, mulch, and flammable 
plants (within 0-5 ft.).

☐  Trim/space out vegetation.

☐  Remove dead plants, leaves, and debris.

☐  Make address clearly visible from the street.

☐  Keep a garden hose long enough to reach 
all areas of property.

☐  Prepare an emergency kit with supplies.

☐  Sign up for Alert King County notifications.

CHECKLISTBy Jennifer Keizer, AEM - Program Coordinator


