
Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority recently held its annual Awards ceremony.  While this ceremony is typically held 
much earlier in the year and celebrated in person, the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic pushed the event later this 
year and the awards ceremony was presented in a virtual format.   During the event Fire Chief Matt Morris stated, “One 
of the things that makes the department special are the people that work here”.  The following people and teams were 
nominated by their peers and are just a few of the great folks that help us provide service to the communities we protect. 
Congratulations to all the nominees and the 2019 award winners.  
Outstanding Community Service by Department Personnel 
An individual who shows outstanding dedication to the department, professionalism, and commitment to 
better the community, this was awarded to Engineer Nikki Smith for her work with multiple community 
organizations and her leadership to the Kent Firefighters Foundation.  

 
Distinguished Service Award 
This honor is given to an individual who exhibits unusual thoughtfulness, conscientiousness, determination, 
and initiative in the performance of duty over time, and who brings honor and distinction to the department.        
Chaplain Pat Ellis has been acknowledged for his work with responders and community members on the 
incident scene, at department functions, and his support to the regional fire service as an invaluable resource. 

 



Unit Citation 
This honor is awarded to a group of department members who make up a company or team, which has 
performed an act of heroism, or performed in an outstanding manner worthy of recognition. 

Two teams were recognized this year for their outstanding performance. 

 

 



Employee of the Year 
Becky Cole was recognized as the civilian department member who consistently and with a high degree of 
excellence, exemplifies the best of the organization in actions and attitude within her team and department. 
Becky works in the logistics warehouse, has a great attitude, and credited her team to her success.   

 

 

Officer of the Year 
This award is reserved for an individual who embodies those characteristics and skills which exemplify 
excellence in leadership. Additionally, this individual demonstrates characteristics and attitude that promote 
and nurture excellence within their team and department. Out of a field of excellent nominees, Capt. Jessi 
Nemens was recognized for her constant drive to make herself and her team better.   

  

 



Firefighter of the Year 
Firefighter Aaron Boyce was nominated by multiple peers and has been recognized as Firefighter of the Year. 
Firefighter Boyce is acknowledged as an individual who embodies those characteristics and skills which 
exemplify excellence in Firefighting and Emergency Medical services, as well as promoting and nurturing 
excellence within his team and department. He has taken a key role in the implementation of the 
department’s heavy rescue resource, developed auto extrication best practices used throughout the region, 
and comes to work every day to be the best that he can be.    

 

 


