
Home Fire
Prevention

Puget Sound Fire 
24611 116th Avenue SE 

Kent, Washington 98030

IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY,
CALL 

9-1-1
To learn more about fire and injury prevention, 

please visit https://pugetsoundfire.org/
or call us at 253.856.4480

Did You Know...?
The United States has one of the 
highest fire death rates in the
industrialized world.

As many as two-thirds of fires caused 
by heating your home are started by 
portable and fixed space heaters.

If you have at least one working 
smoke alarm you can reduce your 
chance of dying in a home fire by up 
to 45 percent.

Smoking materials like smoldering 
cigarettes and ashtrays are still the 
leading cause of fatal fires in the 
United States.

Nationally, fire departments
responded to over 377,000
residential fires. Structure fires 
caused almost 11 billion dollars in 
damage and led to over 3,000
civilian deaths. (2009 NFPA)

A residential fire occurs every 84 
seconds in this country.



Prevention
All disasters like earthquakes, floods, hurricanes,
tornadoes, and fires that displace a family from
their home are devastating. But out of the five,
there is only one that can be prevented by
humans. That disaster is fire. Even though fire is
preventable, it is responsible for more American
deaths than all natural disasters combined.
Although some fires like forest fires seem
uncontrollable, there are several precautionary
actions you can take to prevent a fire in your home.

Where Do Fires Start?
Unattended cooking is the 
leading cause of home fires and 
home fire injuries.

A spark that flies from a
fireplace not protected by a 
screen or glass doors can ignite 
flooring materials like carpet, 
vinyl, or wood.

A book of matches, a lighter,
or a smoldering cigarette left in 
an ashtray can be inviting to a 
child and can lead to burns as 
well as start a deadly fire.

An overloaded outlet with
too many cords plugged into 
it can quickly develop into a 
house fire.

A clothes dryer’s lint collector 
which has not been cleaned
regularly can lead to overheating, 
which can start a fire.
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