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The People of Sustainable Fire Service
By Captain Kyle Ohashi
On January 1, 2014, the Kent Fire Department
Regional Fire Authority increased its service
area when the City of SeaTac Fire Department
joined under a contract for services. The Kent
Fire Department RFA now provides service for
the Cities of Kent, SeaTac, Covington, and King
County Fire District 37. This is a coverage area
of over 60 square miles, with 11 fire stations,
responding to approximately 21,000 calls
annually.

firefighters and officers.

There are several advantages of a contract
between the two departments.

This involvement by the
Locals was important to the
firefighters. Brian Bailie, an
Engineer who comes from the
SeaTac Fire Department said,
“It was great to have a voice
in the process and to feel
included. That’s carried over
to being on committees that
affect the department and its
future now that the contract is
in place.”

• Reduced costs through economies of scale
– Larger departments can save money by
purchasing in larger quantities, which reduces
per unit costs.
• Reduced costs through elimination of
duplicate resources.
• Reduced costs through sharing of specialized
equipment.
• Standardized training and operations –
By operating under one set of operating
procedures, firefighters work more efficiently
and bring more skills to every incident.
• A larger pool of experience – Much of what
firefighters learn is through mentoring and
experience. By increasing the number of
firefighters in the department, the mentoring
of new firefighters and number of people that
can promote to higher rank increases, making
the department stronger.
• Increased public education and the
corresponding reduction in emergency calls.

Much of the success of the
final contract for service
was due to Fire Chief Jim
Schneider’s engagement of
both departments’ firefighter
unions early in the process
to identify and resolve any
contractual issues.

Fire Chief Jim Schneider (center in white shirt) talks with the crew of
SeaTac Station 45 on their first day as part of the Kent Fire Department RFA.

To help the process of merging two departments
which had their own way of doing things,
firefighters and officers were given the option
to move from their current fire stations and
work in one of the three SeaTac stations or one
of the eight Kent Fire stations.

The training consortium model also brings
firefighters from different departments
together on a regular basis for the training so
there is the opportunity to meet and become
familiar with the emergency responders they
will work with at multijurisdictional incidents.

Captain Bob Kelley was one that moved
to a SeaTac station. For him it was about
trying something new and having an impact
on firefighters who he had never had the
opportunity to work with. Trying something
new is normal for Bob. Prior to the fire service
he had a 20 plus year career in the Navy where
he served as a Chief of the Boat on a nuclear
submarine. About the move, Bob said, “I’m
enjoying the challenge of working in a new
area. What I’ve found since coming to the
SeaTac area is that the people here are served
by the same type of dedicated and professional
firefighters that we have in Kent.” He added,
“There are the little things to learn like what
time the crew eats its meals or works out that
differ from what I’m used to, but it’s all part of
the fun and challenge of moving to a new fire
station.”

Any change brings growing pains, but the
Kent Fire Department RFA has utilized several
tools to help minimize them. Engineer Bailey
added about moving forward, “At times I’ve
been out of my comfort zone. I knew that there
was going to be a learning curve that would
challenge all of us. But, overall, I consider this
a very positive move.”

One thing that has helped the transition period
for both departments and will help other
regional departments that look at mergers is
the South King County FireTraining Consortium
(SKCFTC).
Captain Lawton Montgomery (left) talks with
firefighters and Command Staff at Station 46.

While there are definite financial and safety
advantages to the contract, there is also a
human side to the combining of the two
departments.
This mixing of two departments was also
a mixing of two cultures, two different size
departments, and two different ways of “doing
things”. The SeaTac Fire Department had 45
firefighters and officers in its ranks at the time
of the contract, the Kent Fire Department, 173

The SKCFTC is made up of seven fire
departments, including both Kent and SeaTac,
in south King County and provides standardized
training to all its member departments. In
addition to the cost savings of sharing training,
it allows firefighters to learn standardized
procedures for dealing with emergencies. This
means that firefighters from Tukwila, Renton,
Maple Valley, Kent, SeaTac, Skyway, Burien/
Normandy Park, and North Highline can
work together at any incident with a common
operating base.

The Kent Fire Department Regional Fire
Authority is always working to create a
transparent organization that provides the best
emergency services in the most cost effective
manner possible. We are your partners for life.
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From the Chief
Take Care
Of Yourself
His legacy will be more than
the accomplishments he
facilitated as Chairperson
and as a Commissioner for
King County Fire District 37,
and as a board member of
the Kent Fire Department
Regional Fire Authority
(RFA) Governance Board.

Mike Moore
Engineer
Hired 2/14/82
Retired 2/14/14

John Robinson
Captain
Hired 1/2/81
Retired 2/28/14

Dave Stargel
Engineer
Hired 2/1/82
Retired 1/27/14

Disaster Ready on a
Shoestring Budget
By Program Coordinator Kimberly Behymer
Many disasters can strike quickly and without warning. It can force
you to evacuate your neighborhood or confine you to your home.
A disaster, like an earthquake or winter storm, can affect your ability
to access basic necessities like food and water. Help your family
survive and stay comfortable by gathering supplies now. Try to
plan now for three days and work to plan for 7-10 days.
An emergency kit does not have to be expensive or complicated.
You may already have many of the supplies in your home.
First pick a container. You can use an old backpack, plastic storage
bin or even a reusable grocery bag. This will be your disaster kit.
Then, work to gather the necessary supplies. Think about water,
food, warmth, and comfort. Put as many items as possible into the
container.
• Water: At least one gallon per person per day for as many days
as possible. You do not need to purchase water. It can be stored
in food grade containers, such as empty plastic soda bottles
or plastic juice containers. Remember to empty and refill your
containers every six months. Water will probably need to be
stored outside of your disaster kit container due to its size.
• Food: Ready to eat, such as peanut butter or canned goods.
Purchase these items when they are on sale. Buy just a few at
a time and build up your cache over time.
• Warmth: Blankets and warm clothes to layer. Use old blankets
that you might have thrown out or ones from a second-hand
store. Also, sturdy shoes to protect your feet. Old shoes work
fine during an emergency.
• Comfort: Think about a safe light source. No candles!
Flashlights or glow sticks are best. A small battery operated
radio to listen to critical information about the disaster and
when it is safe to go outside is also essential. Look for a NOAA
radio on sale. Do not forget to include extra batteries.
Many items will have multiple purposes. For example a garbage
bag can also be used for a rain coat, shelter or even a toilet.

His legacy will be remembered as a man for never
resting on his laurels, for always supporting new
opportunities, being innovative, and willing to take
calculated risks.
We are talking about Fire Commissioner and Kent
Fire Department RFA Governance Board Member
Pat Riordan, who retired on December 31, 2013.
Commissioner Riordan began his tenure as a
Fire District Commissioner in 1997. He served as
Chairperson of King County Fire District 37 from
2009-2012 and as a RFA Governance Board member
from July 1, 2010 until his retirement.
Kent Fire Department RFA Governance Board
Chairperson Mike Denbo described Commissioner
Riordan, “As a Boeing Executive who is very busy
with his professional life, but never too busy to
uphold his duties as a Fire Commissioner, help out
his fellow Commissioners and RFA Board members
or be available to the citizens he represented”. Pat
Riordan is a very successful professional but more
importantly, he is a very successful people person.
He treats everyone with respect and listens to others.
He would always end his conversation with a smile
and a reminder to take care of yourself.
During Commissioner Riordan’s 16 years of service,
he played a pivotal role through vision, support and
business expertise, as the Kent Fire Department
obtained national accreditation status as a fire
agency in 2004; received voter approval to become a
Regional Fire Authority in 2010 and to have the Kent
Fire Department consolidate and provide contractual
services with the City of SeaTac Fire Department in
2013.
Commissioner and RFA Board Member Riordan, on
behalf of the Kent Fire Department and the residents
of our entire emergency response service area, we
want to thank you for your 16 years of dedicated
service. We want to thank your family for sharing
you and your time away from them over the years.
I came across a saying that I think describes Fire
Commissioner and RFA Governance Board Member
Riordan:
“You can close your eyes to reality but not memories”.
The reality is Pat Riordan has retired as a Fire
Commissioner and RFA Board Member and started
a new journey, but the memories of his professional
successes, service to our community and legacy will
be forever.
Thank you Commissioner/Board Member Riordan.
Take care of yourself.
Be Safe.

Fire Chief Jim Schneider

For more information about disaster preparedness, including budget
friendly ideas, visit www.makeitthrough.org. You can also contact
Kent Emergency Management at (253) 856-4440 or kentoem@
kentwa.gov.
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Safety & Education
Vehicle Fire Safety
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver
Vehicle fires are very dangerous and should one happen, the driver and passengers must react quickly. The temperatures at which they
burn can be in excess of 1,500 degrees, causing death or severe burn injuries. Vehicle fires also produce toxic gases that are deadly.

What should you do if your vehicle catches fire?
• Pull over immediately when it is safe to do so. Signal your intentions as you find a safe location to stop.
• Once the vehicle is stopped, turn the key or ignition off.
• Get everyone out of the car. Never reenter a burning car to retrieve belongings.
• Move at least 100 feet from car and away from traffic.
• Stay up wind if possible to avoid the smoke.
• Call 9-1-1.

Should I put out the fire?
• If you choose to extinguish the fire, use a B or C class extinguisher from 		
a safe distance away.
• DO NOT open the hood or trunk. Air rushes in and will feed the fire.
• If you are in doubt, do not fight the fire. Call 9-1-1 and stay away from
the vehicle.
The dangers of vehicle fires are often overlooked. Each year, they kill over 300
people and injure over 1,000 in this country. The toxic gases and flying debris
make for a dangerous situation.

Fires can happen to all types of vehicles, not just cars.

Preventing car fires –
• Have a trained professional mechanic service your vehicle at regular intervals. A well maintained car is less likely to catch fire.
• Notice danger signs:
- Cracked or loose wiring. Electrical problems, such as fuses blowing 			
more than once or an odd smell.
- Check or stop engine light coming on.
- Oil, engine, or water temperature gauge ouside of “normal” range.
- Oil or fuel leaks - especially puddling under vehicle.
- Strong smell of fuel.
- Rapid changes in fuel/fluid levels .

If a car catches fire, will it blow up?

Stay upwind and away from the toxic smoke
produced in a vehicle fire.

We see this happen in the movies, but, in fact, is very rare. Vehicles have to meet very high safety standards in this country, including
protection of the fuel tank. It is much more likely that an air shock in a bumper will rupture than for a gas tank to blow up.

Alternative fuel vehicles can present special hazards. They are powered by batteries, fuel cells, hydrogen, natural gas, or
propane or a combination of fuels. When these fuels burn, they release flammable or explosive vapor and sometimes the flames can be a
light blue, which may be hard to see in daylight. Electric shock is a potential due to the high voltage wires in the vehicle. Do not get close
to an alternative fueled car fire. Call 9-1-1 from a safe distance.

Many vehicles made today are constructed with carbon fiber, a composite that is durable with high strength capabilities. During a fire,
these fibers can be released into the air, and should they come into skin contact cause dermatitis or inhaled causes acute respiratory
illness. While any vehicle fire’s smoke should be avoided, burning carbon fiber poses an even greater hazard.
Because of the many dangers that vehicle fires pose, always be smart and get out quickly, move a safe distance away from the flames
and smoke, and call 9-1-1.
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The Smart Station —
The brain is the most complex part of the human body. This three-pound organ is the seat of intelligence, interpreter of the
senses, initiator of body movements, and controller of behavior. It sits in a bony shell, surrounded by fluid for protection. The
brain is the precious jewel of the human body.
It’s important that we understand how the brain works and how to keep it healthy. Protecting the brain is important, whether
we are playing sports, in the workplace, riding a bike, or in a vehicle.
How do you remember the way to your friend’s house? Why do your eyes blink without you ever thinking about it? Where do
dreams come from? Your brain is in charge of these things and a lot more.
In fact, your brain is the boss of your body. It runs the show and controls just about everything you do, even when you are
asleep. Not bad for something that looks gray in color and is far from attractive.
Your brain has many different parts that work together. There are five parts which are key players on the brain team:

Cerebrum (say: suh-REE-brum) The biggest part of the brain is

the cerebrum. The cerebrum makes up 85% of the brains weight.
The cerebrum is the thinking part of the brain and it controls your
voluntary muscles. Other jobs the cerebrum does for you is help
you solve math problems, figure out video games, and draw a
picture. The cerebrum has two halves, with one on either side of the
head. Scientists think the right half helps you think about abstract
things like music, colors, and shapes. The left side is said to be
more analytical, helping you with math, logic and speech.
THE LARGEST PART

Cerebellum (say: sair-uh-BELL-um)The cerebellum is the back of

the brain, below the cerebrum. It’s a lot smaller than the cerebrum at
only 1/8 of its size. It controls balance, movement, and coordination
(how your muscles work together).
BALANCING ACT

Brain stem Small in size, but mighty in purpose is the brain stem. The brain stem sits beneath the cerebrum and in front
of the cerebellum. It connects the rest of the brain to the spinal cord, which runs down your neck and back. The brain stem is
in charge of all the functions your body needs to stay alive, like breathing, digesting food, and circulating blood.

Pituitary Gland

(say: puh-TOO-uh-ter-ee) The pituitary gland is very small-only about the size of a pea! Its job is to
produce and release hormones into your body. If your clothes from last year are too small, it’s because your pituitary gland
released special hormones that help your body to grow. Puberty is the time when boys’ and girls’ bodies go through major
changes as they slowly become men and women, all thanks to hormones released by the pituitary gland.
CONTROLS GROWTH

Hypothalamus (say: hy-po-THAL-uh-mus) The hypothalamus is like your brain’s thermostat. The hypothalamus knows

what temperature your body should be (about 98.6 F or 37 C). If your body is too hot, the hypothalamus tells it to sweat. If you’re
too cold, the hypothalamus gets you shivering. Both shivering and sweating are attempts to get your body’s temperature
back where it needs to be.
CONTROLS TEMPERATURE

Protecting the“Smarts”
Protecting the brain when working dangerous jobs or playing sports is thinking smart!
Match the job or sports to the correct helmet.

Answer Key can be
found on the Kent
Fire website at
www.kentfirerfa.org

Professionally and Compassionately Helping People

Kent Fire Department
Regional Fire Authority

www.Kentfirerfa.org

5

@Kentfirerfa

— The Human Brain

Melanie Taylor, Public Education Specialist

By Public Education Specialist Melanie Taylor

BE GOOD TO YOUR BRAIN

Be Good
What to
can Your
you doBrain
for your brain?
What can
do for
your Be
brain?
. Eatyou
healthy
foods.
sure to include two minerals that are important for the nervous system: potassium and calcium.
. Eat healthy foods. Be sure to include two minerals that are important for the nervous system: potassium and calcium.
. Get plenty
play (exercise).
time (exercise).
. Get plenty
of playoftime
. Wear a helmet when you ride your bike, play sports or work at a job that require head protection.
. Wear
a helmet
when
you ride
yourdrugs,
bike, play
sportstobacco
or workcan
at abe
jobharmful.
that require head protection.
. Be aware
that
drinking
alcohol,
taking
or using
. Challenge
your brain
by doing
activities
such
as puzzles,
music, making art, or anything else that gives your
. Be aware
that drinking
alcohol,
taking
drugs,
or usingreading,
tobacco playing
can be harmful.
brain a workout!
. Challenge your brain by doing activities, such as puzzles, reading, playing music, making art, or anything else that
Whatgives
is ayour
Concussion?
brain a workout!
The brain is made up of soft tissue and it’s cushioned
byIS
blood
and cerebral spinal fluid. When someone gets a blow to the
WHAT
A CONCUSSION?
head or hits something very hard, the brain suddenly shifts inside the skull and can knock against the skull’s bony surface.
brain
is made
up of soft tissue
and it’s cushioned
blood and cerebral
Sometimes this happens with aThe
lot of
force.
A concussion
(say: kun-KUH-shun)
is by
a temporary
change spinal
in thefluid.
way the brain
When
someone
getsway.
a blow to the head or hits something very hard, the brain suddenly
works when it is suddenly moved
or jarred
in this
shifts inside the skull and can knock against the skull’s bony surface. Sometimes this hapSometimes, concussions last forpens
a short
times,
a person can
symptoms is
ofaatemporary
concussion
that last
for days or
withtime.
a lot Other
of force.
A concussion
(say:have
kun-KUH-shun)
change
in the
weeks. But even concussions that
don’t
last
long
can
be
serious.
Every
year,
more
than
400,000
kids
are
sent
to
emergency
way the brain works when it is suddenly moved or jarred in this way.
departments for serious brain injuries. Injuries from car crashes, playgrounds, or sports are the most common ways that kids
Sometimes, concussions last for a short time. Other times, a person can have symptoms of
get concussions.
a concussion that last for days or weeks. But even concussions that seem to be short can be
Severe concussions can happenserious.
after a bad
blow
to the
head,
from kids
a bad
or car departments
crash. A severe
Every
year,
more
thanlike
400,000
arebike
sentaccident
to emergency
for concussion
seriis a medical emergency. Be sureous
to brain
call 9-1-1.
Because
of
the
seriousness
of
a
head
injury,
the
person
will
need
to
go to the
injuries. Injuries from car crashes, playgrounds, or sports are the most common
hospital right away. If the brain ways
has been
injured,
a person could have long-lasting problems with movement, learning, or
that kids
get concussions.
speaking.
Severe concussions can happen after a bad blow to the head, like from a bad bike accident
or car crash. A severe concussion is a medical emergency. Be sure to call 9-1-1 because of
Can Concussions Be Prevented?
the seriousness of a head injury the person will need to go to the hospital right away. If the
brain
has beena injured,
a person
have
problems with movement, learning,
Injuries happen. But the best way
to prevent
concussion
is bycould
taking
carelong-lasting
of your head.
or speaking.
. ALWAYS wear a seatbelt in a vehicle. Depending on your height, you may need a booster seat. Booster seats help the
CAN
PREVENTED?
seatbelt hold you properly in case
of aCONCUSSIONS
crash and they BE
help
you to see out the window better. The law states the children need
a booster seat until they are 4’9”Injuries
in height.
happen. But the best way to prevent a concussion is by taking care of your head.
ALWAYS
wearlook
a seatbelt
in a vehicle.
your
height,
you may
needand
a booster
. When you are walking on the .street
always
both ways
before Depending
you cross,on
and
obey
all street
lights
traffic signs.
seat. Booster
help the seatbelt
you
properly
in case
of a Look
crashleft,
and right,
they help
Always cross at a crosswalk. If crosswalks
are seats
not available,
cross athold
street
corners
with
caution.
and you
left again
to see out
the window
better.
law states the children need a booster seat until they are
for vehicles. If there are no on-coming
vehicles
proceed
with The
caution.
4’9” in height.
.To avoid a head injury, always wear a helmet when riding a bike or other similar vehicle. Headgear and other safety equipment
. When
youorare
walkingaton
the street
look
both ways before you cross, and obey all
should also be worn when playing
sports
working
certain
jobsalways
such as
construction.
street lights and traffic signs. Always cross at a crosswalk. If crosswalks are not available,
cross with caution looking left, right and left again for vehicles. If there is no on-coming vehicles proceed with caution.
. To avoid
a head
injury,PROTECT
always wear helmets
IF YOU USE YOUR HEAD,
YOU
CAN
IT! or headgear as well as and other safety equipment when biking, riding motorized bikes or vehicles, skateboarding, scooter, playing contact
sports like football, skiing, and jobs that require head protection.

um

IF YOU USE YOUR HEAD, YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR IT!

Protecting Mind and Body While Riding in the Car

Protecting
Mind
and
While
Riding
in the
Car
Buckle
your seatbelt
every
timeBody
you ride
and put
children
in the
correct car seat for their age, height , and weight.
(*Remember
every
childevery
is different
in shape
and
Buckle your
seatbelt
time you
ride and
putsize)
children in the correct car seat for their age, height , and weight.
(*Remember every child is different in shape and size)
Age (years)

Birth

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Rear-Facing Car Seat
Forward-Facing Car Seat
Booster Seat
Seat Belts

The “Safe” Seat for Me! Using the chart above, what is the safest seat for you to ride in?

Rear-Facing
Car Seat

Forward-Facing
Car Seat

Booster
Seat

Seat Belt
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The Run Report
Kent/Covington/District 37/
SeaTac Incidents
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

From October 1, 2013 through March 31, 2014 your
firefighters responded to 10,698 calls for help.

Calls For Help
Rescue/EMS - 7,927
Service Calls - 1,748
Fires - 184
Hazardous
Conditions - 170
Mutual Aid
Provided - 669

Dump Truck Crashes on Highway 18
Covington, Wash. – October 15, 2013 – A dump truck
driver was arrested following a crash on eastbound
Highway 18 just east of SE 272 Street. The Washington
State Patrol arrested the adult male driver on suspicion
of DUI. The dump truck and trailer he was driving
veered off the highway and jack-knifed into Jenkins
Creek between Covington and Maple Valley. One other
car driving behind the dump truck drove over a sign that
that had been knocked onto the highway by the crash.
That driver was unhurt, and after meeting with the WSP,
was able to leave
the scene. Upon
arrival, KFD RFA
ensured the driver
was unhurt, and
firefighters quickly
began setting up
a boom made of
absorbent material
across the creek
to catch any diesel
fuel or oil that might
escape the truck. The Department of Ecology helped
control runoff and investigated the environmental
impact. The truck and trailer were carrying sand, most
of which spilled into the creek.
Suspicious Items in Apartment
Kent, Wash. – November 27, 2013 – The Kent Police
Department responded to a report of suspicious items
in the apartment of an evicted tenant in the 1200 block
of Weiland Street. The KFD RFA and the Port of Seattle
Bomb Squad were called in to support the police
department and to identify what was found. According
to the bomb squad, at least one Molotov cocktail
was found along with numerous containers. Nearby
apartments were evacuated as a precaution. Potentially
threatening messages were found on the door of the
apartment. Once the materials were identified and all
the hazardous materials removed, the apartment was
turned back over to the manager and everyone returned
to their homes. According to officials, the tenant is in jail
on charges unrelated to this incident.
Apartment Fire
Kent, Wash. – December 1, 2013 – An adult male was
arrested after attempting to barricade himself in his
burning apartment in the 24000 block of 110 Pl. SE. The
KFD RFA was dispatched to extinguish the fire while
Kent Police handcuffed and arrested the occupant.
Firefighters were able to confine the fire to the first floor
apartment where it started, though several units had
smoke in them. Police evacuated the occupants of the
12 unit building and there were no reported injuries. All
of the building’s residents returned to their homes after
less than an hour.
Kent Firefighters Rescue Injured Man
Kent, Wash. – December 3, 2013 – KFD RFA firefighters
used the aerial ladder truck and a “stoke’s” basket to
remove a construction worker who had been injured
while working on the roof of Kent’s newest apartment
complex. Although
the ladder truck can
extend to over 100
feet, it was barely
able to reach the roof
of the apartment
complex, which is
approximately
60
feet above ground.
This was due to the
distance the ladder
truck had to park

www.Kentfirerfa.org

@Kentfirerfa

from the building and the angle of the ladder when extended. Fortunately, there was sufficient
distance to safely get the adult male off the roof. The patient was transported by ambulance
to a local hospital.
Man Rescued from Bow Lake
City of SeaTac, Wash. December 30, 2013 – SeaTac firefighters rescued a man who apparently
walked or swam out into Bow Lake. Firefighters were dispatched to support the SeaTac Police
Department. Shortly before that, officers had been called in after hotel guests in the area
heard a man yelling for help from the lake. Police officers found the man approximately 20
feet out from the shore and had tried for 30 minutes to persuade him to leave the lake. When
he refused, specially trained water rescue firefighters in dry suits waded in to bring the man to
shore. A fire department boat was also on scene but was not needed. King County paramedics
evaluated the man and found him to be extremely hypothermic with a very low core body
temperature. Medics treated him on scene and transported him to a local hospital. It is unclear
why the man was in the lake.
House Fire Displaces Two
Kent, Wash. – January 22, 2014 – Fire investigators for the
KFD RFA determined discarded wood stove ashes caused
a house fire in the 26100 block of 145 Ave. SE. Firefighters
were dispatched to the single story home and found the back
deck and its roof burning. The roof, which was covered in
fiberglass quickly spread into the attic of the house. It took
firefighters approximately 30 minutes to get the fire under
control. With an aggressive attack of the fire, they were able
to limit the damage to one half of the home. Only one of the two residents was home at the
time of the fire. She was able to escape safely. Six cats in the house survived. Red Cross
assisted the displaced residents. The fire is considered accidental.
Commercial Building Fire
SeaTac,Wash. – February 14, 2014 – Firefighters from
the KFD RFA, Burien, North Highline, and Tukwila
Fire Departments, and the Port of Seattle responded
to a fire in the 18400 block of Des Moines Memorial
Drive S.The fire was first reported as an activation of
a paint booth fire extinguishing system in a vehicle
body shop. By the time firefighters arrived, black
smoke was coming from the large bay doors of the
business. Employees in the affected business and
the employees of the adjacent business were able
to get out safely. No injuries were reported. The fire
was determined to be accidental.
Apartment Fire
SeaTac, Wash. – March 12, 2014 Firefighters from several local fire departments responded
to a two-alarm apartment fire in the 17800 block of 32 Ave. S. The fire damaged two
apartments and forced the evacuation of several more. All of
the residents were able to escape safely and there were no
reports of injuries. Flames were visible from several blocks
away and reports to 9-1-1 were made from throughout the
area. When firefighters from the KFD RFA arrived, they found
smoke and flames coming from a second story apartment.
Fire had also spread to a second unit. In total, four units were
damaged. After fighting the fire from the outside to knock
down the flames, crews entered the affected apartments and
extinguished the fires. Red Cross assisted the four families,
totaling seven adults.

Coming Events
May

21
10

RFA Board meeting*
CPR/First Aid class**

June
1
		
3
		
4,18
14
27

Wash. State Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service
at the Capitol Rotunda
Gift of Life Presentation – call 253-856-4415
for more information
RFA Board meeting*
CPR/First Aid class**
Boeing Kids Safety Day at the Museum of Flight

July

2,16
11-13
12
19,20

RFA Board meeting*
Safety Street at Cornucopia Days
CPR/First Aid class**
Safety Display at Covington Days

August

1
6,20
9

Registration opens for CERT classes***
RFA Board meeting*
CPR/First Aid class**

September

3, 17
13

RFA Board meeting*
CPR/First Aid class **

October

1,15
5-11
11

RFA Board meeting*
Fire Prevention Week
CPR/First Aid class**

*RFA Board meetings begin at 5:30 pm and are open to the public.
Location: Fire Station 78 17820 SE 256 Street Covington, WA 98042
**Classes are held at local fire stations. Call 253-856-4300 for
information, fees, and to register.
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Community Partnerships
Did You Know Disaster Preparedness Training is Available?
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT):
This training is for individuals or groups that wish to learn disaster
response skills. The 30 hour course meets once a week (3.5 hour sessions)
for 8 weeks. Participants learn through lecture and activities. Topics
include: disaster preparedness, fire extinguishment, medical operations,
light search and rescue, disaster psychology, and team organization. Each
30 hour course is concluded with a disaster simulation that is both fun
and empowering. CERT training is available to those working or living in
Kent, SeaTac, and Covington and is based on a national FEMA curriculum
that is used throughout King County, as well as around the nation.
Do not miss your chance to be involved in this valuable training. The
next session will begin September 2014. Registration is online at www.
kentfirerfa.org

Emergency Response for Businesses:
This training is developed and scheduled for work groups. The skills taught are similar to the CERT training. However, this is scheduled
in 2 or 3 full days and is focused on what is of particular interest to your group or business. This training is designed to improve business
continuity and safety of employees. Training is by request. Contact Kent Office of Emergency Management (OEM) to discuss opportunities
for your Kent area business at 253-856-4440. For businesses in the SeaTac area, call 206-973-4917 for more information.

Personal Disaster Preparedness:
What does it mean to be prepared? Kent and SeaTac OEM offer half hour and one-hour presentations to groups such as home owners,
scouts, and church or school groups to encourage people to get ready for a disaster. We present with humor, excitement, and even
giveaways! Employees that are better prepared can be counted on to return to work. People that are prepared are more likely to help
others following a disaster event. Make sure you, your family, and your neighborhood know what to do during a disaster.

Regional Fire Authority Governance Board
The Kent Fire Department Regional Fire Authority Governance Board would like to welcome its two
newest members.

Mr. Harry George was elected to join the board and replace King County Fire District 37 Commissioner
Pat Riordan, who retired at the end of 2013.
After serving for 20 years in the U. S. Army, where he retired as a Sergeant First Class, Mr. George began
a second career as a corrections officer at the Washington State Reformatory in Monroe.
In 2003, he and his wife, Sharon, moved to the Covington area to be closer to his job at the Maleng Regional
Justice Center. In 2012, after a 28 year career in corrections, Mr. George retired to pursue his hobbies
which include collecting sports cards, attending sporting events, reading, and talking to people.
Mr. George and his wife have five children, 10 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Because of the contract for services between the Kent Fire Department RFA and the City of SeaTac, a new
seat was created on the Governance Board for a City of SeaTac Council Member. That position is currently
filled by SeaTac Deputy Mayor Tony Anderson.
Mr. Anderson, who is a Commander for the Port of Seattle Police Department, has served the City of SeaTac
since 2006 and as Mayor since 2012.
In addition to being a Police Commander, Mr. Anderson is part of the Adjunct Faculty of Central Washington
University. He also serves on the Transportation Infrastructure and Services Steering Committee, and the
Public Safety and Crime Prevention Advocacy Committee for the National League of Cities.
A lifetime resident of Washington State, he has lived with his wife Deb in the City of SeaTac since 1992 and
has four children.

We know that both Mr. George and Mr. Anderson will bring new ideas and perspective to the Governance Board and look forward to
working with them as we serve the residents, businesses, and visitors of the Kent Fire Department RFA’s response area.
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Summer Safety Tips
Warm days, no school, and more outdoor activities than you can
possibly fit into the family calendar.
Spring and summer are the times of the year that everyone looks
forward to; the time that makes us forget about the cold and wet
months.
As the weather improves around the Puget Sound area, the Kent Fire
Department Regional Fire Authority would like to remind everyone
that this time of year can also bring danger to those who are unaware
or unprepared.

Children left in Vehicles
It is easy to do. Lock the car doors and run quickly into a store or
other errand and leave the kids. Easy to do, but potentially deadly.
According to San Francisco State University, in 2013, 44 children died
of heatstroke after being left in vehicles. Not surprisingly, the months
of June, July, August, and September are when the majority of these
tragedies take place.

Water Safety
Each spring and summer you hear
reports about both children and adults
drowning while swimming, boating, or
rafting in local lakes and rivers. In 2011,
93 Washington residents drowned.
Make your day on the water a fun and
safe one:
• Know your limits. Never try to swim
further than your experience and
training allows.
• Always swim with a buddy. Keep one eye on each other and one eye
watching for danger.
• Remember that local rivers and lakes are mostly mountain fed and
remain very cold all year long.
• Alcohol and water activities should never be mixed. Lapses in
judgment can be deadly.
• Remember that you can be cited and arrested if you are piloting a
boat after or while drinking alcohol.
• Watch children at all times.
• Always wear a well-fitting, Coast Guard approved personal flotation
device/life jacket when near or in water. According to the Department
of Health, wearing a life jacket can reduce the risk of drowning by
half.

The Danger of Open Windows
As the weather begins to change, many people will be leaving
windows open to take advantage of the warmer spring air. Protect
your children or the children in your care and be aware of the dangers
of an upstairs open window.

What can people do to help avoid this tragedy? Here are some tips:
• Any time you leave your vehicle, take all children with you. It will
slow you down, it will create more work, but it may save a child’s life
and it is the law.

These tips will help you keep children safe:

• If you need a reminder about children in the back seat, place your
briefcase or purse next to the child. Another “trick” is to leave the
diaper bag on the front seat as a reminder. These types of reminders
are especially important if you do not regularly carry children in your
vehicle.
• Get into the habit of “looking before you leave”. As you exit your
vehicle, scan the interior for children or other things that need your
attention.
• Place electronic “reminders” to yourself on your PDA, smart phone,
or email calendar to check on your child.
• If your spouse or other adult is carrying a child and does not normally
do so, call them to ensure that the child has been removed from the
vehicle.
• Ensure that daycares and schools notify you promptly if your child
does not show up as scheduled.
• If you are concerned about a child you see alone in a vehicle, call
9-1-1.

• Always supervise young children in
your care. Yes, it is difficult and time
consuming, but it is the responsible
thing to do. Check on sleeping kids
regularly – especially when they are
taking naps.
• Place a stick or other device in the
window track to keep it from opening
more than a few inches. Commercial
locking devices are available from your
local hardware store.
• Do not make it easy or convenient for
kids to reach windows. Move furniture
and cribs away from window sills.
• Avoid hanging anything on or near
windows that will attract children.This includes wind chimes, window
stickers, and wind socks.
• Remember what window screens are for – Screens keep bugs out,
not kids in. Screens are easy to push outward and offer no barrier to
prevent kids from falling out a window.

Fire Prevention: .................................................................253-856-4400
Public Education & Information: ......................................253-856-4480
CPR and First Aid Classes: .................................................253-856-4300
Disaster Preparedness: ......................................................253-856-4440

24611 116th Avenue SE • Kent, WA 98030

RFA Governance Board: ....................................................253-856-4300
Fire Chief: Jim Schneider .................................................253-856-4300

Contact Phone Numbers

Newsletter Editor: Capt. Kyle Ohashi .............................253-856-4481

Emergency: .......................................................................9-1-1

E-mail us: .................................................................fire@kentfirerfa.org

Emergency Management: .................................253-856-4440

On the web: .............................................................www.kentfirerfa.org

Fire Business: ....................................................253-856-4300

Twitter: .................................................................................@Kentfirerfa
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