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As required by law, your Kent Regional Fire Authority will have an 
election in April to reauthorize the benefit charge. This measure 
proposes to continue the existing voter-approved two-part funding 
model that is currently in place. 

The Special Election on April 26, 2016, will include Proposition 1 for 
the Kent Regional Fire Authority. The ballot measure will ask voters 
the following question: 

“Shall the Kent Fire Department Regional Fire Authority be 
authorized to continue voter-authorized benefit charges each year 
for six years, not to exceed an amount equal to sixty percent of its 
operating budget, and be prohibited from imposing an an additional 
property tax under RCW 52.26.240 (1)(c)?”

                 YES    NO

Benefit charges are based on risk factors and the cost of maintaining 
and providing fire protection services, unlike property taxes which 
relate to the value of property. Under state law, voters must renew 
the use of the benefit charges every six years, and the Kent Regional 

Fire Authority’s Governance Board is required to hold a public 
hearing each year to review and establish the amount of the benefit 
charge. Once established, the total amount of the charge is divided 
among individual properties based on risk factors and collected by 
the county assessor, along with property taxes. The amount of any 

benefit charge imposed on any given property cannot exceed the 
measurable benefits of the services afforded to the property by the 
Kent RFA, and are subject to appeal. 

Under state law, regional fire authorities which collect benefit charges 
authorized under Chapter 52.26 of the Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW) have reduced taxing authority. Benefit charges can constitute 
no more than 60% of a regional fire authority’s annual operating 
budget, and a fire authority’s maximum property tax rate is reduced 
from $1.50 to $1.00 per $1,000 of assessed valuation. 

Proposition 1 would continue the current funding method used by 
the Kent Regional Fire Authority to provide emergency medical and 
fire protection services for the next six years beginning January 1, 
2017. 

Since 1889, the Kent Fire Department has served the emergency 
needs of the Kent area. From three emergency calls in 1912, to 24,285 
emergency calls in 2015, your fire department has grown to be the 
largest in South King County and includes the cities of Kent and 
Covington, Fire District 37, and the City of SeaTac by contract.  From 
its humble beginnings in the late 1800s, the fire department was all 
volunteer until 1965 when it hired its first paid staff. In 1974, the Kent 
Fire Department combined operations with Fire District 37 to reduce 
fire service costs, and that agreement was in place for over 35 years. 
In 2009, a group of community stakeholders recommended that 
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a ballot measure be placed before the voters to create a Regional 
Fire Authority in order to address the needs of sustainable funding 
that would best serve the community’s needs while maintaining 
transparency in government policy and operations. On April 27, 
2010, the issue was placed before the voters, and approved with 72% 
of the vote, creating the Kent Regional Fire Authority (KRFA) which 
began operations on July 1, 2010. 

With the creation of the Kent Regional Fire Authority, the department 
became a stand-alone governmental entity under Chapter 52.26 of 

the RCW. The Kent Regional Fire Authority utilizes a two-part funding 
system under RCW 52.26.180 referred to as a benefit charge. This 
funding method authorizes a levy (tax) of up 
to $1.00 per thousand of assessed value, and a 
benefit charge based on structure size, use and 
risk. The combination of the property tax and 
the benefit charge constitute 82% of the budget 
for the operation of your fire department. The 
remaining 18% comes from grants, outside 
contracts and the Medic One levy. 

Since the creation of the Kent RFA, the Governance Board has used a 
balance of benefit charge revenues, tax revenues and other avenues 
of funding including grants, contracts for services and impact fees 
for operational and capital needs. 

Now that the Kent Regional Fire Authority is coming up on its six year 
anniversary, it must, by law, ask the voters to decide on whether to 
reauthorize the benefit charge funding mode for another six years.  

For more information on the current funding formula 
please visit www.kentfirerfa.org. 

We encourage you to vote, and 
weigh in on this important issue. 

(continued from page 1)

BBQ Safety Tips 
As the weather begins to improve and we move towards spring, 
people will begin using their BBQs. Please consider the following 
safety tips before starting.

1. Read the owner’s manual before using any grill: Follow  the 
manufacturer’s guidelines when assembling and using a grill to 
ensure proper use. 

2. Inspect the BBQ before using it. Check for the following:
a. Corroded propane bottle or beyond its stamped-on fill date.
b. Cracked or worn rubber gas line. Cold weather, sunlight, and 

age can damage the hose, leading to a leak. Ensure that the gas 
line is not touching any part of the BBQ that gets hot.

c. The burners for debris, damage, or anything that might block 
the flow of propane.

d. A build up of old grease on the burners or cooking surfaces. 
Empty the oil drip pan regularly. 

3. Never use a BBQ with combustible materials near or above flames: 
Canopies, decks, plants, and umbrellas can all pose fire hazards.

4. Check with apartment management before using a BBQ: Ensure  
there are no restrictions on BBQ use in multifamily complexes.

5. Never turn on burners unless the lid is open: Avoid allowing gas 
to build up inside the BBQ.

6. Keep children away: Make a “kid free” zone around the BBQ and 
ensure that someone stays with the BBQ at all times. Children do not 
always realize how hot a BBQ can get and may either intentionally or 
accidently touch part of the hot metal surface.

7. Know how to treat burns: Make sure you have an aid kit with 
supplies to treat minor burns from the BBQ or from splattering food. 

a. First degree burns: Reddened, intact skin. Reduce skin 
temperature by submerging the burn or by running the burn 
under cool, clean water. NEVER use ice, which can cause tissue 
damage. Apply a commercially made burn ointment to reduce 
pain and to help the healing process. Leave the burned area 
open to the air or cover with a sterile dressing.

b. Second degree burns: reddened, blistering, or broken skin. A 
small burn (less than three inches in diameter) can be treated 
similarly to a first degree burn. Always cover a second degree 
burn with a sterile dressing to reduce exposure of nerve endings 
to the air. Seek medical treatment for larger burns.

c. Third degree burns: Black or charred skin. Do not attempt to 
treat third degree burns. Seek medical attention immediately. 
Do not attempt to clean the burn or remove any clothing stuck 
to the burn.

8. Have a fire extinguisher handy: Keep a small dry chemical (red) 
fire extinguisher nearby in case of a fire.

9. Always use a BBQ outdoors, in a well ventilated area: All BBQs 
produce carbon monoxide, a potentially deadly gas that blocks the 
body’s ability to absorb oxygen.

10. Avoid breathing in the smoke: Smoke from a BBQ may smell nice, 
but contains hydro carbons, carbon monoxide, and other dangerous 
particles. 

11. Use BBQs on a level, stable surface: Never use a BBQ where there 
is a chance of it tipping over. Never attempt to move a BBQ that is 
hot. If your BBQ has wheels, make sure they are locked in place.

12. Wear appropriate clothing: Avoid clothing with loose or dangling 
sleeve material that may catch fire as you reach over the flames.

13. Alcohol and BBQs are a dangerous combination: Alcohol affects 
judgment, coordination, and vision, all needed to use a BBQ safely.

14. Use long handled tongs and an oven mitt: Reduce the need to 
reach over the flames by using the appropriate tools and use an 
oven mitt to reduce exposure to 
the high heat.

15. Use lighter fluid sparingly: 
More is not always better. Be 
patient and let the coals heat 
slowly. Too much lighter fluid can 
cause a flash fire when being lit. 
NEVER use gasoline to light a 
BBQ.

16. Close propane bottles fully before disconnecting: A partially 
open valve can leak propane which can ignite.

17. Ensure that valve on propane bottle is securely tightened: Loose 
connections can lead to a propane leak.

18. Dispose of charcoal ashes properly: Let ashes cool for several 
days before disposing of them. Place the used charcoal ashes in 
a metal container with an air-tight lid. Store container away from 
combustible materials.

19. Call 9-1-1 if the flames escape the BBQ: Do not take a chance. If 
you are in doubt whether a fire is outside the BBQ or not, call 9-1-1.

• Gas grills cause an average of 6,900 home fires each year. 
Charcoal or other solid fueled BBQs caused an average of 
1,100 home during the same period. There are 15 deaths on 
average each year and $75 million in damages from BBQs.

• Five out of every six BBQ fires were propane or natural gas fueled.

• A leak or break in a fuel line was the most common cause of 
gas grill fires.

• Combustible materials too close to a charcoal BBQ was the 
most common cause of fires.

• In 2009, 17,700 patients were seen in ERs due to BBQ injuries.

• Half of the injuries were from burns and children under five 
accounted for ¼ of the injuries.

• 1/3 of burns from gas BBQs took place while lighting the grill.

*National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

18%

82%
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From 
the 

Chief

Have you found your calling? Not all of us 
have. Those that have, hopefully found their 
calling through work, home, family, or through 
paying it forward to those less fortunate than 
you and me.

Navigating through a life altering event or 
crisis in anyone’s life is best supported through 
a professional who can help each of us work 
through our grief and loss.

If you have had the need for assistance during 
a crisis or have met “Chaplain Pat” as he is 
often referred to, you soon realize Chaplain 
Pat has found his calling. Chaplain Pat and 
the following volunteer chaplains: Kathy 
Stevens, John Fors, Kent Wolfe, and Lisa Ellis 
are all trained in stress management, crisis 
counseling, and critical incident debriefings.

In 2015, the Chaplain Team responded to 270 
chaplain callouts, and volunteered 690 hours 
of service to our residents and community. 
Chaplain Pat and the volunteer chaplain team 
spent 448 hours on emergency scenes, meeting 
the needs of those who were experiencing one 
of the most traumatic moments in their lives, 
including serious car crashes and CPRs. 

The Chaplain Team will never arrive at an 
emergency incident for a religious purpose, 
instead they are there as a resource.

According to Chaplain Pat, “Our Chaplain 
Team is on scene to prepare families for the 
difficult questions that are going to be asked: 
who do I need to call and what do I do next. 
We are there to bring care, compassion and to 
help the family with 
the information and 
resources that they 
need to get through 
the first hours of 
their crisis.”

Chaplain Pat has 
found his calling. 
He is doing the kind 
of work that pays it 
forward to others; 
he is able to display his talents and values 
to others; and he is doing what he loves and 
loving what he does. Chaplain Pat Ellis truly 
places service and others before self.

Thanks,

Fire Chief Jim Schneider

Emergency 
Management

Service Before Self

It’s All About Planning in 
Emergency Management

By Program Coordinator Kimberly Behymer

While we don’t know when a catastrophic event will happen, we can be organized 
and ready to deal with it. 

The Kent Regional Fire Authority is ready for emergencies that happen throughout 
our community on a daily basis, like medical emergencies and fires. In addition, 
The Office of Emergency Management is a division of the Kent Regional Fire 
Authority. Through an inter-local agreement, the Office of Emergency Management 
is responsible for all emergency management activities for the City of Kent and 
plans and prepares for events like flooding, major storms, and earthquakes. The 
Office of Emergency Management is dedicated to preparing for, responding to, 
and recovering from disasters. 

We have learned from disasters around the 
country that every-day community members 
are often called upon to help each other and 
work with the existing emergency response 
system. Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) members do just that. CERT 
training is offered twice a year through the 
Office of Emergency Management. Visit 
www.kentfirerfa.org for more information 
and to register for the next class. 

It is important that everyone is personally 
prepared for the next disaster. We know from 
disasters around the county that following a 
disaster, local emergency services will not be 
able to reach everyone. We actively encourage everyone to be ready and self-
reliant for at least three days (and better yet 7-10 days). You can contact Kent OEM 
for information on how to accomplish this or visit www.makeitthrough.org. 

We want to get our community to resume regular activities as soon as possible. 
Recovering from a disaster will take time and all of us working together.

All of these guiding principles for emergency management activities can be 
found in the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP). This large 
document lays out the plans for our community to prepare, respond, and 
recover from a disaster. For more information about this document, emergency 
management, emergency planning, or preparedness please contact our office at 
(253) 856-4440 or kentoem@kentwa.gov. 

PR
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New Recruits
Ben Simons
Ben was born and raised in Brighton, Michigan. He graduated from 
Brighton High School in 2005, and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Michigan in May 2009. In 2010, Ben joined 
the United States Marine Corps and served in Aviation Logistics at 
Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma until August 2014. Upon leaving the 
Marine Corps, he moved to Seattle and earned his EMT certification 
from North Seattle College in December 2014. From February 2015 
until being hired with Kent Regional Fire Authority, Ben worked with 
American Medical Response in their Seattle operations.

Cody Boyd
Cody is a 2006 Washington State University Graduate. While there, 
he played football and then a few years in the NFL with the Steelers 
and Redskins. After retiring from football, he started working for a  
local general contractor where he learned a tremendous amount 
during the five years with that company. Prior to joining the Kent 
RFA, Cody was a volunteer with KCFD 44. He and his wife, Carly, 
have two children, Wade, 3, and Ellie, 1.

Colin Ferris
Colin graduated from Western Washington University in 2008 
before getting into retail selling skiing and outdoor equipment. 
Always enjoying the outdoors, Colin has also worked for a 
climbing gym and provided guided mountain climbing trips for 
a local company.

Michael DeGooyer
Born in Kennewick, WA, Michael is a graduate of Kennewick High 
School and Washington State University. Prior to joining the fire 
service, Michael worked in civil service as a logistics manager 
supporting an aircraft carrier program for the U.S. Navy. After 
leaving the Navy, Michael volunteered as a firefighter with Central 
Kitsap Fire and Rescue. 

Blake Gorle
Blake is from Orange County, CA, and moved to the Puget Sound 
area to attend Pacific Lutheran University, where he graduated in 
2011. He began as an educator in 2012, teaching fifth and sixth grade 
students. In 2015, he received his Master’s degree in education 
from Arizona State University.

Meade Scarduzio
Meade is a graduate of Albright College in Reading, PA, where he 
majored in Business Administration. After college, he worked in the 
financial services industry as a licensed broker/advisor. In February 
2007, he made the decision to enlist into the Army where he served 
until honorably discharged in October 2015. Meade, his wife Lane, 
and their daughter Emery are expecting another addition to the 
family later this year.

Andrew LaMance
A 2004 Business degree graduate of Northwest University, Andrew 
worked in the insurance industry before volunteering with the 
Burien/Normandy Park Fire Department in 2015. He received his 
EMT certification through Bates Technical College. Andrew is 
married and has three children. 

For most people, the Memorial Day 
weekend is the start of summer. 
For teenagers it begins the most 
dangerous 100 days of the year.

More teenagers are killed in car 
crashes during the 100 days 
between the Memorial and Labor 
Day weekends than during any 
other time of the year.

In 2012, according to the National 
Safety Council, nearly 1,000 people 
were killed in crashes that involved 
teen drivers. More than 550 of those 
killed were teens.

What makes the next 100 days so 
dangerous for teens?

• Teens drive more during the 
summer for recreational activities 
and drive routes they are less 
familiar with.

• They are more likely to have 
passengers in their vehicles.

• Alcohol consumption at parties or 
other events.

A recent study has shown that teens 
are more likely to be distracted by 
other people in their vehicle than 
by a phone or other technology 
based device.

What can be done to protect teens 
and others on the road?

• Talk to your teen and set 
expectations on their driving. 

• Remind teens about the dangers 
of distracted driving.

• Discuss when, where, and with 
whom they can drive.

• Know whether their driver’s 
license has restriction on it about 
passengers.

• Set a good example as a parent 
by not texting, not speeding 
excessively, and not talking on 
your cell phone while driving.

Make the next 100 days safe and 
enjoyable for all.

100 Deadliest 
Days
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Everyone should plan and prepare for fire. 
It could happen to anyone. Last year, the 
Kent Regional Fire Authority responded to 
1,064 fires. That’s an average of about three 
fires a day. Most people think they practice 
safe habits, but the truth is fire can happen 
to anyone. We need to be prepared for fire 
in our home; where most fire deaths and 
injuries happen. 

Fire safety planning must account for family 
members who have physical, mental, and 
sensory disabilities. People with disabilities 
are at a higher risk for death or injury 
in a fire because of physical limitations 
that decrease their ability to react in an 
emergency. Statistics show that between 
2008 – 2011, where a physical disability was 

a factor in fire deaths, 
more than half (55%) 
of the victims died as 
a result of home fires 
with working smoke 
alarms compared 
to only two out of 
five (40%) home fire 
victims overall.1 

Their wish to be independent, just like the 
general population, can lead them to ignore 
their unique fire safety needs. 

The following precautions and suggestions 
can be taken to protect people with 
disabilities in their home:

• Installing and maintaining smoke alarms.

• Making sure a home has enough smoke 
alarms is very important. Smoke alarms 
give an early warning to family members 
if there is a fire. A smoke alarm is the 
most important safety device a home can 
have, and reduces the chance of dying in a 
residential fire by half. 

• Alarms should be installed on every level 
of the home and in each sleeping area. 
They should be tested once a month and 
batteries changed at least once a year. 
Smoke alarms with a vibrating pad, a 
flashing light, or bed shakers are available 
for individuals who are hearing impaired. 

• Ten-year smoke alarms are available with 
sealed long-life batteries, and may be 
helpful for those who have a difficult time 
in changing batteries. After ten years, the 
entire unit is replaced. 

• Smoke alarms need to be maintained. They 
should be tested once a month by pushing 
the test button. Change the batteries at 
least once a year (unless it is a 10 year 
sealed long life battery) and replace the 
entire unit every 10 years. 

Live Near An Exit
Although people with disabilities have the 
legal right to live where they choose, they 
are safest on the ground floor if living in 
an apartment building. It makes escaping 
easier.

If a person with disabilities lives in a multi-
story home, sleeping on the ground level is 
best. 

Have An Escape Plan
People with disabilities should plan their 
escape around capabilities.

• Know two ways out of each room and 
make sure walkers or wheelchairs can get 
through the doorways.

• If necessary, provide exit ramps and wide 
doorways to facilitate escape for people 
with mobility disabilities.

• Have a meeting spot outside that is easy 
to reach while waiting for emergency 
responders.

• Practice the escape plan and make 
adjustments depending on the disabilities.

• If you have a service animal, make sure to 
practice the escape route with the animal.

Think about your needs:

• Sleep with a phone near the bed and be 
ready to call 911 if a fire occurs.

• Be sure to keep glasses, hearing aids, 
canes, walker, or wheelchair near in case 
of fire. In the event of fire, you can get 
these items quickly while escaping.

Talk with family and caregivers about needs, 
and remember, fire safety starts with you!

Cognitive Disabilities And 
Fire Safety
Cognitive disabilities impact the way a 
person can plan, comprehend, and reason. 
It also refers to their ability to apply practical 
skills in everyday life.  

That is why the following steps should be 
taken ensure their safety:

• Safe stovetop cooking levels are very 
important. Use stovetop cooking levels 
from low to medium. Avoid cooking on 
high heat. 

• Avoid wearing loose clothing when 
cooking. Loose clothing and long sleeves 
can easily pass over heating elements, 
catching fire or catch on a pot handle. 

• Turn pot handles away from the front of 
the stove as it will make it harder to knock 
things to the floor.

• Don’t place inappropriate items like metal 
in the microwave.

• Double check to make sure burners and the 
oven are always turned off after finishing 
cooking.

• Rehearse escape plans frequently to 
ensure the person can remember the 
important steps to a safe evacuation.

• Develop a checklist with potential fire 
hazards in the home that will reduce the 
risk of having a fire.

• Create and post escape routes. Be sure 
that there are at least two exit routes and 
that the exits are clearly marked.

In all cases, it is important that all family 
members or residents have an escape plan, 
know two ways out of each room, and have 
an outside meeting place. 

1 NFPA, Physical Disability as a Factor in Home Fire 
Deaths Fact Sheet

 

Safety & Education
One Size Doesn’t Fit All 

Plan the Escape Around the Ability
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver
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At your Kent Regional Fire Authority we work hard to earn 
your trust every day…

With the creation of the Kent Regional Fire Authority in 2010, we 
committed to strive for five key business practices necessary for the 
operation of the RFA:

 •  Regional Efficiencies
 •  Fair and Equitable Funding 
 •  Proven Governance
 •  Sustainable Services
 •  Accountable to the Public

Now, more than five years later, we are proud of the accomplishments 
that we have made to achieve the business practices that we identified.

Regional Efficiencies 
Beginning in January 2010, the Training Division formally created the 
South King County Fire Training Consortium (SKCFTC) with other fire 
departments in the region. Since that time, the Consortium has grown 
to ten (10) fire agencies including: Burien Fire Department, North 
Highline Fire District, Enumclaw Fire Department, Kent Regional Fire Authority, Maple Valley Fire & Life Safety, Renton Fire & Emergency 
Services Department, Skyway Fire Department, Tukwila Fire Department, Valley Regional Fire Authority, and Vashon Island Fire & Rescue. 
During 2015, the Consortium provided over 114,000 hours of training with a staff of 19. This staffing includes both Kent RFA and Consortium 
members. The administration of the Consortium is provided by the Kent RFA, 
and other departments provide personnel and/or a yearly fee for each firefighter 
in the program. Consolidated training provides consistency in training for safer 
operations for firefighters and the communities we serve. 

The Kent RFA Vehicle Maintenance Facility continues to provide vehicle 
maintenance services for the North Highline Fire Department and Valley 
Regional Fire Authority with the recent addition of the Port of Seattle Fire 
Department. We continue to look at expanding services to other neighboring 
departments. The current expansion has allowed us sufficient personnel to 
keep up with maintenance and repairs of our apparatus. 

On January 1, 2014, the City of SeaTac contracted for fire department services 
with the Kent RFA. All 47 employees previously employed by the SeaTac 
Fire Department officially became Kent RFA employees on this date. This 
contract for services allows us to create greater economies of scale related to 
purchases of equipment and supplies, and provides savings through combined 
administrative personnel.

Fair and Equitable Funding 
Since the creation of the Kent RFA, the Governance Board has used a balance of benefit charge revenues, tax revenues and other avenues 
of funding including grants, contracts for services and impact fees for operational and capital needs. 

Proven Governance 
The Kent Regional Fire Authority Governance Board consists of eight 
elected officials; six with voting authority and two advisory positions. Voting 
members include three councilmembers from the City of Kent and all three 
Fire District 37 Commissioners. Both Covington and SeaTac hold advisory 
board positions, and engage in discussions on all issues brought to the 
Board. 

Sustainable Services 
The key to sustainable services is funding, and the Benefit Charge funding 
model provides operational funding now and in the future. The Kent 
RFA continues to look to other sources for funding, including grants and 
partnerships. In 2011, we received a Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency 
Response (SAFER) grant in the amount of $811,704 which resulted in a 
direct savings to the operational budget over a two-year period. In 2014, 
the Kent RFA was awarded $154,944 to purchase portable radios through 
the Assistance to Firefighters grant program. Additionally, in July 2015, we 
were awarded another Department of Homeland Security SAFER grant in 
the amount of $1,390,806 to hire six firefighters, and $408,978 under the 
Assistance to Firefighter grant program to purchase a new fire engine.

Accountable to the Public 
The Kent Regional Fire Authority works hard every day to earn your trust. 
We believe that the emergency services we provide you are second to none. 
We take pride in the fact that all of our employees, both uniformed and non-
uniformed, are empowered to do the right things for our customers. We are 
stewards of the funds we receive to run your fire department, and we take 
that responsibility very seriously by continually looking for efficiencies and 
economies of scale to control costs while providing the services that you 
have come to expect. 

Thank you. We are all truly “Partners for Life.”
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How is the Kent Regional Fire Authority Funded? 
The Kent RFA uses a voter-approved two-part funding method 
authorized under RCW 52.26.180. The two-part system includes 
property tax and a benefit charge.

What is a fire benefit charge/benefit charge? 
Chapter 52.26 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 
provides that with approval of voters in their service area, 
regional fire authorities are authorized to assess a benefit 
charge on improvements to real property from residential and 
business property owners. Once voters authorize the benefit 
charge, the normal tax collection authority provided in RCW 
52.26, drops from $1.50 per thousand to $1.00 per thousand of 
assessed value.

The benefit charge is a fee that is based on the benefit of 
having fire based services. The benefit charge is not a per call 
charge and is not based on property value. This fee is based on 
structure size, use, and risk, and is not a tax. 

Why does the Kent Regional Fire Authority use the 
benefit charge funding method? 
The benefit charge provides a stable funding method to secure 
operating funds for the RFA that result in predictable revenues. 
A property tax only system only takes into consideration the 
value of the property and not the benefits provided by the RFA 
to specific types of property. 

The benefit charge allows the Kent RFA to charge the cost 
of specialized equipment and training required by some 
properties to those properties. By using a benefit charge, costs 
of providing services are distributed to the properties that 
benefit from the services.

How is the fire benefit charge/benefit charge 
calculated?
Consistent with the statutory requirements, the benefit charge 
is based on the principle that the basic unit of public fire 
service is delivery of water to a fire. Accordingly, the Kent RFA 
benefit charge formula focuses on correlating fire flow to the 
deployment of resources necessary for the “delivery of water 
to the fire.”

The Kent RFA’s formula can be summarized as follows: 

1. The beginning point, which is driven by the size of the 
structure, establishes the minimum amount of water that is 
needed to put out a fire in a given structure. 

Size is determined by finding the total square footage of 
all improvements on a property. Total square footage is 
determined by adding all gross square footage (outside 
measurements of building(s) and all floors, basements, 
garages and mezzanine spaces are added together to 
determine total square footage) on the property.

 
2. The Kent RFA then uses the formula to determine the 

resources (personnel and equipment) needed to deliver that 
base fire flow to a given (or group of) structure(s) on a land 
parcel. 

The Kent RFA’s formula breaks down structures by categories 
using four types; single and double family occupancies, 
manufactured homes, multi-family or apartments, and 
commercial structures.

When the structural improvement(s) on a property have higher 
than normal risk as defined by the National Fire Protection 
Association in Standard 13, the benefit charge formula adds to 
the base fire benefit charge as follows:

• A 30% increase when products or uses with high combustibility 
or high rates of heat release are present.

• A 40% increase when products or uses with high quantities of 
flammable, combustible or hazardous materials are present.

Does every property owner pay the FBC?
The Fire Benefit Charge is not a tax, so property tax-exempt 
entities, e.g., governments and charitable organizations, 
are not necessarily exempt from the FBC. However, certain 
exemptions do apply, and only improvements to property are 
assessed. The benefit charge does not apply to land. 

The formula used is:

Square Feet x (18)* x (Category Factor) x 
(Response Factor) x (Risk Factor) x (Discount) 

x (Fire Flow Factor) 

= 

Benefit Charge

*18 is a coefficient value based on empirical tests by the 
Insurance Services Organization (ISO)

Proposition 1 — Frequently Asked Questions

What is Proposition 1?
At the April 26th Special Election, voters will be asked to approve or reject Proposition 1. Proposition 1 will ask whether or not the 
Kent Regional Fire Authority should continue using voter-authorized benefit charges each year for six years, and be prohibited 
from imposing an additional property tax under RCW 52.26.140(1)(c).

Why is Proposition 1 on the ballot? 
State law requires that regional fire authorities reauthorize the two-part funding method every six years. 

Is this something new? 
No. Voters previously authorized the Kent RFA to impose and collect a benefit charge for six years in 2010. This is not a new tax or 
fee. Proposition 1 proposes reauthorization of the existing voter-approved two-part funding method for the Kent RFA for another 
six years.

Two-Part Funding Method — Frequently Asked Questions
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On any given day in the United States news headlines announce a parent’s worse nightmare—an 
unthinkable tragedy has occurred altering life forever. More often than not they have something in 
common: they could have been prevented with child proofing and active supervision.

Active Supervision:
Supervision means you are constantly watching a child’s activity. It is not enough just to be outside 
or nearby, you must be actively supervising them. Supervision is not reading a book, talking on 
the phone, napping, pulling weeds, washing the car, or anything else that would distract you. 

If a burn injury does happen…

1. Cool the burn with cool (not cold) 
water to stop the burning process.

2. Remove all clothing and/or diaper 
from injured area.

3. Cover the area with a clean dry 
sheet or bandages.

4. Seek medical attention.

You Can Prevent Tragedy
A Split Second Can Change Your Life Forever

By Public Education Specialist Melanie Taylor

Falls From Windows
Falls are the number one cause of 
injury hospitalization of children 
in the United States. Children like 
to explore, they are top heavy 
by design, and can fall through a 
window opened more than 4 inches.

Sight: Can I see what my children are doing?   Sound: Can I hear what my children are doing? 

Physical: Am I present and able to 
intervene in order to keep my children 
from getting hurt? Am I able to keep 
them away from dangerous objects and 
situations? 

Remember, small children require 
constant supervision and intervention. 
Unintentional injuries, mostly in and 
around the home, are a leading cause of 
death and hospitalization for children one 
year of age and older.

Do NOT DoThis:

• Leave children unattended in the bathtub; if you must 
leave, take them with you.

• Allow young children to adjust the water temperature or 
sit near faucet handles.

• Set anything hot on tabletops within reach of young 
children who can pull them down.

• Use novelty lighters or lighters that look like toys. A 
locked box is a safe place to store matches and lighters.

• Allow appliance cords (slow cookers, deep fryers, coffee 
makers) to dangle over the counter edge.

Do This:

• Set water heaters to no higher than 120° F / 48° C, or just below 
the medium setting.

• Create a “no kid zone” in the kitchen around stoves, ovens and 
hot items.

• Keep hot drinks away from the edge of tables and counters.

• Use a travel mug with a tight-fitting lid for hot drinks.

• Place pots and pans on back burners with handles turned away 
from the edge of the stove.

• Keep appliance cords up and away from the reach of small hands.

• Make a habit of placing matches, gasoline and lighters in a safe 
place, out of children’s reach.

Keeping Children Safe 
From Burns/Scalds

The Facts
• More than 1,100 children die each year from 

fire and burns.
• The average annual cost of scald injuries is 

$44 million.
• In 2013, more than 126,000 children across 

the country were injured due to fire or 
burns that were treated in emergency 
rooms.

You can prevent window falls:
• Limit opening to 4 inches or less by adding window locking devices.
• If a window must be opened more than 4 inches– use an operable window guard.
• Select window stops/guards that can be removed by an adult in an emergency.
• Keep furniture and other objects away from window to discourage little climbers.
• Teach children not to play near windows, but don’t rely on them to remember that.
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Reduce the risk of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). Make sure everyone that 
takes care of babies knows about Safe Sleep for Your Baby.*

*”Safe Sleep For Your Baby “was created by Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital, NISSA, CJ Foundation 
for SIDs, Safe Kids – South King County

Keep Baby Safe While Asleep
• Babies need their own safe bed. Sleeping on a couch, a chair, or a regular bed is 

dangerous for the baby.
• Babies need to be placed carefully on their back when sleeping.
• Babies need a firm mattress and fitted sheets. Keep blankets, pillows, bumper 

pads, and toys out of the crib.
• Babies need to be dressed in warm clothing so they can sleep without covers. A 

light sleep sack will help to keep baby warm.
• Bed-sharing is a risk factor for SIDs and can lead to suffocation. A baby can 

suffocate if:
- He/she gets trapped between sleeping surface and another person or the wall.
-The parent or another child rolls over onto the baby.
- There is soft bedding like pillows or blankets on the bed.

• Sharing a room with a baby is safer than sharing a bed with baby.

Safe Travels
The “best car seat” is the one that fits your child, that fits your car, and you 
can use correctly.

Keep Kids Safe Around Water 
Drowning is a leading cause of fatal injury for children over one year old. Children 
can drown in as little as 1” of water – never leave them alone while in the bathtub 
or swimming. Unlike in the movies, drowning is quick and silent. Take the following 
precautions to help keep your child safe in and around water:

• Know the water dangers near your home.

• Install toilet lid locks.

• Empty standing water from outside containers.

• Remove steps / ladders from above ground pools.

• Teach your child to swim and upgrade their skills every year. (Swim lessons are 
proven to reduce the risk of drowning.) Remember no matter what a child’s skill level 
is, there is no substitute for adult supervision.

• Hypothermia is common in the Northwest. Hypothermia occurs when your body 
temperature drops below 95° degrees, and can be fatal. Water less than 70° can 
dangerously lower body temperature. (Many Washington waters are glacier fed, 
averaging 50° to 55° year round.)

LIFE JACKETS SAVE LIVES, BUT ONLY IF YOU WEAR THEM!

Washington Car Seat Laws

• All passengers must be properly restrained.

• Children under the age of 13, must ride in 
the back seat wherever possible.

• Children age eight, or 4’9” tall must ride in 
an appropriate child restraint system (i.e. car 
seat or booster seat).

• Child restraints must be used according to 
the manufacturer’s instructions.

Learn CPR/First Aid 
Anyone caring for children should learn CPR and take a first aid class. The 
Kent Regional Fire Authority offers classes. Visit www.Kentfirerfa.org for 
the CPR / first aid class schedule.

INFANT/
TODDLERS:
Use rear-facing 
car seat to at 
least age two.

PRESCHOOLERS: 
The next step is 
forward facing 
car seat. 

TEENAGER:  
At the age of 13 
kids can ride in 
the front seat—
always wearing 
a seatbelt.

SCHOOL AGE: 
Bigger kids use a 
booster seat until 
the seat belt fits 
without it. Usually 
around 4’9” tall. 
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Kent – September 29, 2015 – An 18-20 foot fiberglass boat was 
towed from the east side of Lake Fenwick to the boat launch 
area on the west side where a tow truck removed it. 

The boat was investigated after a passerby noticed it 
overturned and called 911. Divers and water rescue firefighters 
from several south King County departments, including the 
Kent RFA, responded to the 
scene and determined the boat 
to be unoccupied and appeared 
abandoned. Divers also searched 
the bottom of the small lake 
under the boat. It was not clear 
why the boat was overturned and 
abandoned. There was no boat 
registration on the hull.

Kent – October 18, 2015– A local man was injured while topping 
a tree on Kent’s Easthill. The man was about 30 feet up the tree 

when he was injured and was 
unable to climb down on his 
own. With assistance from 
firefighters, he was able climb 
down the Kent RFA’s aerial 
ladder. He was treated at the 
scene and then taken to a 
local hospital for his injuries.

Kent – October 28, 2015 - Just before 10 PM, with multiple calls 
to 911, units from the Kent RFA and South King Fire Rescue 
were dispatched to a commercial fire in Kent. The first arriving 
unit saw smoke and found flames coming from the condo 
unit. The call was quickly upgraded to a “working fire” which 
triggered the addition of more fire and support apparatus.

The sole occupant of the unit self-evacuated and called 911. 
King County Medic One evaluated the occupant since there 
was some smoke inhalation, but was released at the scene. 

A fire investigator ruled the fire to be accidental with the cause 
being discarded smoking debris. The damage estimate due to 
the fire is $50,000. 

Kent – November 5, 2015– A fire was ruled accidental after an 
extension cord overheated and ignited an SUV in the driveway 
of a two-story house. The call was initially dispatched as a 
vehicle fire, but was upgraded to a 
residential fire after multiple calls 
to 9-1-1 reported that the flames 
had spread to the attached garage 
and shake roof. Everyone in the 
home was able to escape safely 
without injuries. Firefighters from 
the Kent Regional Fire Authority 
quickly extinguished the fire in 
the garage and vehicle, keeping it from spreading to the rest 
of the house. Red Cross assisted the family with housing.

Kent – November 5, 2015– A leaking container in a semi-truck 
sent two people to local hospitals after they and three others 
were exposed to the fumes.

The Run Report
Kent/Covington/District 37/

SeaTac Incidents
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

Firefighters responded to 12,453 calls for assistance 
between August 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. 

Calls For Help
Rescue/EMS - 9,674

Service Calls - 430

Fires - 403

Hazardous Conditions/
Severe Weather - 273 

Good Intent/
False Calls/Other - 1,673

The Kent Regional Fire Authority was dispatched after five workers entered the back of 
a semi-truck where, unknown to them, a plastic tote with 119 gallons of liquid organic 
peroxide had begun leaking. All employees were evaluated by King County paramedics 
and two were taken to the hospital. The other three recovered after returning to fresh 
air. Hazardous materials teams from around south King County responded to the call in 
support of the Kent RFA’s Hazardous Materials Response Team.

Once the leaking material was identified and isolated, clean up was turned over to a 
private company specializing in dealing with hazardous material spills.

SeaTac – November 5, 2015 – A fire damaged all five units 
of a two-story apartment building. Firefighters from the Kent 
RFA and other nearby jurisdictions were dispatched after 
residents reported fire from a ground floor apartment. When 
firefighters arrived, they found fire coming from over 50% 
of the building, forcing them to fight it from a “defensive” 
position outside.

After knocking down much of the fire from the outside with large diameter hose lines, 
firefighters moved inside to extinguish the sources of fire and to search the building 
for any trapped victims. After completing two searches, firefighters determined that 
everyone had escaped safely. At least one person was examined by King County Medic 
One due to possible smoke inhalation, that person was not transported to a hospital.
There was one working smoke alarm in the apartment where the fire started, but it was 
sitting on a counter top.

Renton – November 19, 2015– Kent and Renton fire crews were dispatched to a residential 
fire in Renton. First emergency responders on scene reported flames coming out of a 
second floor window of the two story house. That same crew initially knocked down the 
fire from the outside as they made their way in. At the same time, a search of the house 
came up clear. Because of the quick fire attack, most of the damage was limited to the 
upper level.

The home owners were walking their dog when they returned home to find smoke 
coming from the house and smoke alarms sounding and called 911. Three residents and 
their dog were displaced by the fire. There were no injuries. The damage was estimated 
at $110,000.

Kent – January 25, 2016– An adult male was injured after an explosion and fire in the auto 
repair shop where he worked. When firefighters arrived, they found a small strip mall 
automobile repair shop with smoke coming out of a garage bay door. The victim was 
quickly located and evaluated by medics before being transported to a local hospital.

Firefighters extinguished a small amount of fire, though the 
business’s sprinkler system activated and controlled the fire 
as it was designed to do. Unfortunately, the uncontrolled 
water cascading from the ceiling mounted sprinkler system 
quickly forced motor oil and other petroleum products into 
the parking lot and into the storm drain system.

Using absorbent pads to soak up as much oil as possible, firefighters worked to keep 
the pollution from getting outside the immediate property. According to the Department 
of Ecology, who was called to the scene, approximately 150 gallons of oil were released 
to the outside by the incident. All of the oil was contained on site and none got into 
nearby Jenkins Creek.

Coming Events
April 6, 20 RFA Board Meeting*
 9 CPR/First Aid Class**
 9 Fire Station 46 Open House
 26 Benefit Charge Renewal Vote

May 4, 18 RFA Board Meeting*
 14 CPR/First Aid Class**
 31 Gift of Life Presentation***

June 1, 15 RFA Board Meeting*
 5 Washington State Fallen Firefighter   
  Memorial Service
 11 CPR/First Aid Class** 
 24 Kids Safety Day

July 6, 20 RFA Board Meeting*
 8-10 Cornucopia Days
 9 CPR/First Aid Class**
 16-17 Covington Days

August 1 Registration opens for Fall CERT progam
 3, 17 RFA Board Meeting*
 13 CPR/First Aid Class **

September 7, 21 RFA Board Meeting*
 10 CPR/First Aid Class**
 

*RFA Board meetings begin at 5:30 pm and are open to the public
 Location: Fire Station 78 17820 SE 256 Street Covington, WA 98042

 Please check the website www.kentfirerfa.org for changes to 
board meeting dates and times.

**CPR/First Aid classes are held at local fire stations. 
Call 253-856-4300 for information, fees, and to register.

***Gift of Life crash prevention program.
Call 253-856-4415 for information.

Emergency 
medical calls

8,272

Patient Assists 672

Motor Vehicle 
Crashes

730

Total 9,674

FDCARES Unit 
Responses 

August 187

September 187

October 175

November 149

December 176

January 185

Total 1,059

EMS/Rescue
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Community Partnerships

Regional Fire Authority Governance Board

When you think of firefighting, you think of 
firefighters, fire engines, and fire hydrants. 
You should also think of rehabilitation. 

The number one cause of firefighter deaths 
while fighting fires is from heart attacks. 
To combat this, firefighters must stop high 
stress activity periodically and go to “rehab,” 
where they rehydrate and have their blood 
pressure, heart rate, and oxygen saturation 
levels monitored.

Usually, rehab is staffed by the members of the Zone 3 Fire Explorer 
program. The Explorers are affiliated with Learning for Life and the Boy 
Scouts of America. Young people 14 to 21 years of age are eligible to 
join and learn about the career of a firefighter. Some become Explorers 
because they know they want to be firefighters, while others join out 
of curiosity or a desire to simply serve their community. 

As you may already know, Proposition 1 will ask voters whether or not the Kent RFA can continue to collect a benefit charge as part of the 
two-part funding method. In 2010, over 72% of voters authorized the formation of the Kent Regional Fire Authority and approved the benefit 
charge for six years. Per state law, every six years the benefit charge collection must be sent to the voters for reauthorization. We encourage 
you to vote, and weigh in on this important issue. Kent City Council, Covington City Council, and Fire District 37 Board of Commissioners 
haven recently passed resolutions in regard to Proposition 1.  

In January, as required by the bylaws and governing rules of the 
Board, a new chair and vice chair were elected from the Board 
membership. Board Member Allan Barrie will serve as Chair and 
Board Member Les Thomas will serve as Vice Chair for 2016. Some of 
the responsibilities and duties of the Chair include:  presiding over all 
Board meetings; preserving order and decorum at meetings; causing 
the removal of any person from any meeting for disorderly conduct; 
observing and enforcing all rules adopted by the Board; deciding 
all questions on order, in accordance with these rules, subject to 
appeal by any Board member; recognizing Board members in the 
order in which they request the floor, giving every Board member 
who wishes an opportunity to speak; and affixing time limits for 
agenda items as necessary. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice 
Chair will act in all the previously mentioned capacities.

Finally, we would like to welcome the newest Governance Board 
Advisory Member, Erin Sitterley. Erin is a SeaTac City Council-
member, and now serves in one of two advisory positions on the 
Governance Board. Erin and her husband have lived at the same 
residence in SeaTac since 1989. We look forward to the skills and 
abilities that Erin brings to the Board as well as her long-standing 
knowledge and experience with SeaTac. Welcome Erin!

There are four Explorer Posts in South King County (Zone 3): 
Seatac, Renton, Tukwila, and Maple Valley. There are also other 
Posts throughout the state. 

During 2015, the Zone 3 Explorers responded to 110 emergency 
incidents where they provided rehab, helped refill the firefighters’ 
air bottles, rolled up the used firehose, and supported the 
firefighting effort as needed.

But Explorers not only respond to large incidents, they also 
support many public events such as Kent’s Cornucopia Days, 
Renton River Days, Covington Days, and SeaTac’s Touch a Truck 
event. There, they discuss their program and distribute fire safety 
information to the public. In 2015, this resulted in almost 100 event 
participations. 

The Zone 3 Fire Explorer program supports and is supported 
by the firefighters and departments of south King County, and 
provides services that help keep our personnel healthy so that 
they can continue doing the job of protecting lives and property.

To learn more about the program, visit www.zone3explorers.com. 

Zone 3 Fire Explorers

Back: (left to right) Margaret Harto, Dennis Higgins, Bill Boyce
Front (left to right): Erin Sitterley, Allan Barrie, Les Thomas, Harry George

Not pictured: Mike Denbo
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FDCARES 
By Captain Matthew Madlem

In each issue of this newsletter we bring you news about the Kent Regional 
Fire Authority’s Fire Department Community Assistance, Referral, and 
Education Services (FDCARES) program as we work to improve the program 
and bring innovative services to improve the quality of life of our residents.

Here are some of the major accomplishments of 2015.

• FDCARES hired three registered nurses to increase the services FDCARES 
provides to the community. They participated in a 160 hours of training 
and now work on a rotating basis with a firefighter, assisting residents 
with non-emergency medical needs. This program is fully grant funded.

• In August, a Masters of Social Work position was hired to develop a reliable 
resource database, navigate the complex mental health system, follow-
up with patients that have been assisted by FDCARES, and to assist with 
identifying and implementing effective patient intervention strategies. This 
position was also grant funded, and we are hoping to extend the funding 
beyond 2016.

• Contract discussions were completed with Doctor Cameron Buck, UW Valley Medical Physicians Group Director to provide medical program 
oversight for the registered nurse coordinators. 

• The FDCARES program is always seeking new partnerships to serve the community and partners with UW Valley Medical, Premera Blue 
Cross, Tri-Med Ambulance, Molina of Medicaid, and CGI as we work to continue funding the program.

• EMS World magazine did a feature article on the FDCARES program and the innovative services that it provides. 

• The FDCARES program is dedicated to transforming fire department 
healthcare services to meet the needs of our community. We do so 
through partnerships with healthcare organizations as we continue to 
be Your Partners for Life.

Learn more about FDCARES at www.fdcares.com. 

Contact Phone Numbers
Emergency: .......................................................................9-1-1

Emergency Management: .................................253-856-4440

Fire Business: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Prevention: .................................................................253-856-4400

Public Education & Information: ......................................253-856-4480

CPR and First Aid Classes: .................................................253-856-4300

Disaster Preparedness: ......................................................253-856-4440

RFA Governance Board: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Chief: Jim Schneider .................................................253-856-4300

Newsletter Editor: Capt. Kyle Ohashi .............................253-856-4481

E-mail us: .................................................................fire@kentfirerfa.org

On the web: .............................................................www.kentfirerfa.org

Twitter: .................................................................................@Kentfirerfa

24611 116th Avenue SE  •  Kent, WA 98030

Employee Profile   
—  Jackie Yip
When you think of the equipment on a 
fire engine or ladder truck, you think of 
fire hose, ladders, and aid kits. But there 
is another piece of equipment in the 
emergency apparatus that is critical, a 
computer.

The Kent RFA’s Information Technology 
specialists are the behind the scenes 

professionals that keep the computers, software, and other hardware 
working, and Jackie Yip is a big part of that.

Jackie has been a part of Kent Fire since June 2008 and played 
a critical role in the formation of the regional fire authority 
in July 2010. She is a Senior Systems Analyst and is charged 
with many duties and responsibilities. One of her first Kent 
Fire accomplishments was to build an accreditation database 
program. She took part in implementing and upgrading quite a 
few of the RFA systems, databases, and applications as well as 
continuing to maintain many of them now such as Fire Records 
Management and Pre-Fire programs. 

Perhaps her most demanding and important role is having 
the primary responsibility for the RFA’s Financial and Human 
Resource systems – a full-time job in itself. Jackie was 

especially busy this year ensuring we met many of the reporting 
requirements of the Affordable Care Act and the new IRS 1095 
C forms. At times, this position may seem overwhelming, but 
Jackie finds it rewarding to be able to help other RFA staff, 
which in turn, provides quality customer service to our public.

Jackie’s position calls for her to work many hours and she does 
an excellent job of balancing that with raising her three boys, 
along with her husband Steve, and helping with the family 
business. Away from work she loves spending time with her 
family, the outdoors, music, hiking, camping, watching movies, 
and traveling. 

Jackie has a BS degree in Computer Science and brings with her 
a wide range of IT work experience from City of Tacoma, City of 
Bellevue, and Starbucks Corporation. She was responsible for 
some of Tacoma’s financial systems as well as their warehouse 
solution implementation. At Bellevue she was system 
administrator for the Permit Tracking application and was 
integral in implementing many of the Planning department’s 
systems as well as assisted with Bellevue Fire’s accreditation. 
At Starbucks, she was in Supply Chain Operations IT; some of 
her accomplishments there included implementation of the 
global logistics system for Asia Pacific and Latin America. She 
sets very high standards for herself. She enjoys her job and her 
interactions with others – her “RFA family” as well as strives to 
meet our motto - to professionally and compassionately help 
people.

From left to right: Kristin Braun, Sara Hardin, Jason Peterman, 
Nurse Coordinator Adam Davis.


