
Professionally and Compassionately Helping People

Fall 2016

ECRWSS
POSTAL PATRON

PRSTD STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
KENT, WA

PERMIT #71

Effective January 1, 2017, Kent Regional 
Fire Authority will change its name to 
Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority. The 
RFA Governance Board adopted the name 
change at their July 20, 2016 meeting.

Why did we decide to change our name? 

The decision was made to change the name 
of the organization since the name Kent 
Regional Fire Authority is no longer inclusive 
of whom we are or of the communities we 
serve. Mergers, annexations, and contracts 
for services have expanded our Regional Fire 
Authority far beyond the Kent community. 

Today, we serve a residential population of 
over 175,000, second only in King County to 
Seattle. We cover 60-square miles with 11 fire 
stations and employ around 260 personnel. 
Our 24,000+ annual calls for service are no 
longer limited to just Kent or its residential 
and business community.

Whose decision was it to change the name? 

Although the need for a name change 
is known throughout the organization; 
ultimately, it was the Fire Chief’s decision 
to change the name. Each member of the 
RFA had the opportunity to participate in the 
process.

What was the process for considering a 
new name? 

A Renaming Team was formed at the 
direction of the Fire Chief and tasked 
with making a recommendation to the 
RFA Governance Board with a new name 
for the RFA. The team began meeting in 
January 2016. The team was comprised 
of 34 members representing uniformed 
personnel, civilians, and elected officials. 
It also represented work groups across the 
organization, as well as two representatives 
from Maple Valley and Tukwila Fire 
Departments. 

All members of Kent RFA were invited to 
submit names to the team for consideration 
on two separate occasions. The team worked 
through naming conventions, options, and 
possibilities which resulted in parameters 
for naming and elimination of certain names 
based on legal, political, geographical, or 
historical considerations. These parameters 
resulted in a high number of names being 
eliminated from consideration, and left a 
very limited number for consideration.

The  team  also identified that our name 
consists of two parts: 1. Who We Are, and 
2. What We Are. Using our current name 
as an example: 1. Kent, and 2. Regional 
Fire Authority. The team discussed 
and made a decision as to the second 
part of our name (What We Are). That 
discussion and subsequent choice led to 

the recommendation of: REGIONAL FIRE 
AUTHORITY. The team considered several 
options for the first part of our name. 
Through discussion, consideration, and 
voting, the subsequent choice led to the 
recommendation of: PUGET SOUND.

How many options were considered? 

The Renaming Team considered over 90 
names which resulted in over 160 naming 
variations. 

Were there any parameters considered in 
the renaming process? 

Yes. The Renaming Team worked through 
naming conventions, options, and 
possibilities which resulted in parameters 
for naming and elimination of certain names 
based on legal, political, geographical, or 
historical considerations.  The team worked 
within these parameters: 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

• The final name should be one that will be 
sustainable and representative of whom we 
are and who we serve, not just today, but in 
the future. It should be long-standing through 
future growth and potential annexations. 

• We cannot compete with an existing name. 

• No use of tribal names, regardless of 
government recognition.

• Names with numbers which could cause 
confusion in the county registry.

• Names that are not easily pronounced.

• Names that limit or restrict our geographical 
location which could ultimately result in 
eventual renaming based on service area. 

• Very specific names that invoke political 
connotations of currently established 
jurisdictions.

• Names which would create confusion as 
to who we are as a municipal corporation, 
independent taxing authority and taxing 
district. 

What will be the name change cost? 

The fiscal impact of the name change 
has yet to be determined. Due to the 
magnitude of an organization-wide name 
change, the Renaming Team co-chairs 
have recommended forming a branding 

committee which, among other things, will 
be tasked with determining the estimated 
financial impacts of the change based on 
priority identification of high visibility and 
low cost changes as compared to high 
visibility/high cost, low visibility/low cost, 
and low visibility/high cost changes.  

When will the new name be effective? 

The organization’s new name, Puget Sound 
Regional Fire Authority, will become effective 
January 1, 2017. It is anticipated that it may 
take 18-24 months to implement the name 
change organization-wide.

What will change in my fire department as 
a result of the new name?

As far as call response and other services, 
absolutely nothing! In addition to our new 
name more accurately describing who we are 
and the communities we serve, we see it as 
a way to create more interest in the regional 
fire authority; re-engage our residential 
communities, schools, and businesses; and 
inspire a new commitment to our mission of 
professionally and compassionately helping 
people. Our name will be different, business 
cards will have a new logo, the patch on 
our uniforms will likely change, but what 
stays the same is that we are still YOUR fire 
department!

Coming Soon - Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority 
By Fire Chief Jim Schneider
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Currently, apparatus have either the Kent RFA or City of SeaTac logo. 

Thank You!!  The Kent Regional 
Fire Authority appreciates the support 
of  our community in renewing the 
two-part benefit charge funding system 
for another six years.
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From 
the 

Chief

The Kent Regional Fire Authority (RFA) Gov-
ernance Board was formally created in July, 
2010.  The residents of the RFA, the profes-
sional firefighters, and civilian personnel of 
our organization have been very fortunate 
to have a tenured RFA Governance Board 
comprised of elected officials who are en-
gaged community leaders with diversified 
business backgrounds that have shaped and 
sustained the organization we are today.

On June 15, 2016, King County Fire District 
37 Commissioner and RFA Governance 
Board Member Mike Denbo resigned his 
position, as he and his wife Ronda bought 
a new home and relocated out of the Fire 
District 37 service area.

Studies have revealed that an engaged 
board and board members deliver three 
times as much value as the disengaged 
commissioner. RFA Governance Board 
Member Denbo was an engaged member.  He 
truly believes in paying it forward to others, 
with selfless spirit.  His time commitment 
and expertise over his nine year tenure as 
a stakeholder and board member includes 
serving on the Department’s Exploratory 
RFA Stakeholder Committee in 2007; he 
served on three consolidation steering 
committees; he participated on Department 
projects that included the development 
of the Department’s Succession Planning 
document; the Department’s Strategic Plan 
document; and served on the Department’s 
re-naming commit-
tee.  He took his role 
as a board member 
very seriously. He 
thoroughly enjoys 
getting to know all of 
the people he works 
with, and being part 
of the organization.  
He was never one to 
seek attention.

I asked Commissioner 
and RFA Board Member Denbo what he 
would miss most after leaving the Board 
and he responded, “The people – without 
a doubt, the people, and being involved 
in the vision and processes that make the 
Department a leader in the community.”

Commissioner and RFA Board Member 
Denbo established himself as a person of 
the highest integrity, who was genuinely 
interested in and committed to the welfare 
of all Department employees and residents.  
He truly believed in paying it forward over 
the last nine years.

Commissioner and RFA Board Member 
Denbo, on behalf of the Kent Regional Fire 
Authority and the residents of our entire 
emergency response service area, we want 
to thank you for your dedicated service and 
your family for sharing you and your time 
away from them.

Thank you.

Fire Chief Jim Schneider

New Recruits

Paying It Forward

The newest Kent RFA recruits will spend 
19 weeks learning to become firefighters 
at the South King County Fire Training 
Consortium fire academy. The training will 
include fighting fire, physical fitness, EMT 
school, and regular evaluations and testing.

Scott Austin

Kyle McClellanDaniel Cavanagh

Don Barberie
Engineer

Hired: 2/16/1990 
Retired: 3/31/2016

Mark Hill
Captain

Hired: 1/12/1981 
Retired: 4/29/2016

Arlene Larson
Admin Support II

Hired: 7/1/2011 
Retired: 7/31/2016

Paul  Wright
Battalion Chief

Hired: 9/21/1988 
Retired: 6/26/2016

Paula Thayer
Admin Supervisor
Hired: 8/27/1990 

Retired: 8/31/2016

Jeff Barsness
Captain

Hired: 4/13/1983
Retired: 6/28/2016

Lynn Heesen
Battalion Chief

Hired: 2/16/1990
Retired: 6/15/2016

Jeff Kurle
Engineer

Hired: 2/1/1979
Retired: 6/30/2016

John Robbins
Engineer

Hired: 3/11/1985
Retired: 1/26/2016

Mike Denbo
Gov. Board Member

Hired: 1/20/2009 
Retired: 6/15/2016

Elizabeth Kingery
Parts Specialist
Hired: 7/29/2008 

Retired: 2/29/2016

Pat Lowery
Emerg. Mgmt. 

Program Coord.
Hired: 1/16/2014 

Retired: 8/11/2016

Mike Ernst
Engineer

Hired: 2/1/1978 
Retired: 6/29/2016

Rick Krepela
Engineer

Hired: 3/10/1986 
Retired: 5/27/2016

Brian Renner
Engineer

Hired: 10/15/1983 
Retired: 6/29/2016

Lucian Burns

Anthony OrkiollaCasey Liehart

Retirees
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Going back to school is an exciting time of the year for children.  A 
new teacher, different classmates, a new desk, sometimes a new 
school make each year a little different.  It’s like a fresh start!

With all these changes, back to school can be a good time to 
remind your children how to be safe, whether they take the bus, 
carpool, walk, or bike.  As parents/caregivers we want our children 
arriving at school and returning back home safely each day.

Bus
At the bus stop, teach 
your kids to stand at 
least three giant steps 
back from the curb 
and away from traffic.  
Remind kids to wait for 
the bus to come to a 
complete stop before 
moving to get on or off.  
While riding, always 
stay seated and never become a distraction for the bus driver.

Bike
Be sure your kids understand the 
rules of the road and to always 
watch for cars and people.  The best 
protection for kids riding bikes is a 
properly fitted bike helmet. Bike 
helmets reduce head injuries by 
85% and brain injuries by 88%.

Walking
Remind your kids to use sidewalks or paths, to 
always use the crosswalk, and to put their head 
up and phones/headphones down.  Teach your 
kids to look left, right, and left again before 
crossing streets.  

Riding in Vehicles
Make sure that excited kids stay buckled up until the car comes to 
a complete stop at the drop off site.  Everyone should ride in a car 
seat, boost seat or seat belt, based on individual age, weight and 
height.  Ensure that each child under 13 is riding in the back seat.  
Drive only as many occupants as there are seat belts.  Make sure 
that all children exit the car on the curb side.  Once children exit 
the car, wait until they are safely supervised before driving off.

Teaching children the safety skills at the very start will help to 
make for a safe and healthy school year.

  

Would you know how to connect with family members if you could 
not call them directly? Disasters, like earthquakes and storms, can 
destroy communication networks that we depend on day to day.  
Cell towers and telephone land lines could be damaged.  

We don’t know when a disaster will happen or exactly what 
the effects will be, but we can plan ahead and have a plan to 
communicate with family members.  Communicating with family 
members will be one of everyone’s highest priorities!  

Plan now to have several communication and reunification 
methods.  Have a backup plan to your backup plan!!

1) Out of Area Contact
After a disaster, the long distance phone lines are often more 
reliable than local lines. Ask a friend or relative who lives out of 
Washington State to be your “family contact”. After a disaster, your 
family contact becomes a relay point to share information with 
all household members. Your plan depends on everyone knowing 
your contact’s phone number.  Visit www.makeitthrough.org to 
print cards that you can put in your purse, wallet, or backpack.

2) Cell Phone Texting
Even though you may not be able to make a cell phone voice call, 
you might be able to send a text message.  A short text message 
to a loved one can provide peace of mind about your well being.

3) Meeting Location
If you are not able to reach other family members via 
communication tools, plan now and establish a meeting location.  
If you are not able to return home to your neighborhood, where 
would you go?  Talk with family members now to meet at the 
agreed upon location.  

Once you are able to connect with others, keep your conversation 
short and to the point.  Relay critical information such as your 
location and plans for the immediate future as quickly as possible.  
Communication lines will be in high demand.  

For more information about disaster communications and other 
disaster preparedness tips visit www.makeitthrough.org or 
contact Kent Emergency Management at (253) 856-4343.

3

Safety & Education
School Safety Tips
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

Out of Area Contacts
Are you ready for a disaster?
By Program Coordinator Kimberly Behymer
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Having working smoke alarms in your home is very important. Smoke alarms let 
you know there is a fire and give you time to get to safety.  Unfortunately, smoke 
alarms don’t last forever and should be replaced every 10 years. To find out how old 
yours are, look at the date on the back of your smoke alarms.  This is also good time 
to push the “test” button and make sure they are working.  

The 2016 NFPA Fire Prevention Month theme is, “Don’t Wait, Check 
the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years.”

1. A smoke alarm should be replaced 10 
years from __________.

 r activation date      
 r installation date     
 r manufacture date
 r purchase date 

2. The date of manufacture can be found 
on the __________.  

  r back of the alarm     
	r inside the alarm     
	r front of the alarm     
	r test button

3. To check the date of manufacture you 
need to __________.

  r Remove the alarm     
 r test the alarm     
 r turn the alarm     
 r test the alarm

4. A closed door will slow the spread of 
__________.

 r smoke     
 r heat     
 r fire     
 r all of the above

5. Interconnected smoke alarms are the 
best because __________.

 r if one sounds, they all sound    
 r only one will sound  
 r sound travels  
 r they are installed in every room

6. A smoke alarm should be installed 
__________.

  r in children’s bedrooms
 r in master bedroom
 r in guest bedroom
 r in every sleeping room

7. Smoke alarms should be tested at 
least __________.

 r once a day     
 r once a week     
 r once a month     
 r once a year

8.  If the smoke alarm sounds __________.

 r check to see if there’s a fire 
 r get outside and stay outside 
 r look for smoke 
 r open window and stay inside

9.  Half of home fire deaths happen 
between __________.

 r 7 am and 11 am      
 r 11 am and 7 pm     
 r 7 pm and 11 pm     
 r 11 pm and 7 am

10.  About 60% of home fire deaths 
happen in home fires with 
__________.

 r working smoke alarms     
 r no working smoke alarms   
 r no smoke alarms            
 r no working smoke alarms or no  
        smoke alarms

11. When smoke alarms are present but 
do not operate, it is usually because 
they __________.

  r are defective    
 r have dead batteries    
 r have missing or disconnected 
        batteries    
 r are improperly installed

12.  When smoke alarms sound you may 
have less than __________.

  r 1-2 minutes to escape     
 r 2-3 minutes to escape     
 r 3-4 minutes to escape     
 r 4-5 minutes to escape

13.  The leading cause of home fires is 
__________.

  r cooking      
 r electrical        
 r heating         
 r smoking

14.  Every home needs __________.

  r a working smoke alarm      
 r a home escape plan
 r a smoke alarm on every level, 
        inside each bedroom and outside 
        each sleeping area        
 r all of the above

15.  If your smoke alarm makes a 
chirping sound __________.

  r test the smoke alarm           
 r replace the battery then test alarm     
  r replace the smoke alarm     
 r clean it using a vacuum hose

4

Don’t Wait
Check the Date

By Public Education Specialist Melanie Taylor

Cash value is 1/20th of 1¢

McLENDONS.COM

FIRST ALERT®

SMOKE DETECTOR 
SKU #11101580

October is fire prevention month!

Coupon valid October 1–October 31, 2016 at all seven McLendon 
Hardware locations. Limit 6. No rainchecks. Prior purchases excluded 
from this offer. Does not include special orders, sale items or installed 
services. Cannot be used with any other offer, coupons or discount.

25%OFF
REG. PRICE $8.99

(WB089)

Independent 
laboratory 

seal of 
approval

Manufactured
Date

2016 Fire Prevention Quiz

(Answer key on the next page)
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Here’s What You Need 
To Know:
Installing your smoke alarms correctly 
is an important step to making your 
home and family safer from fire.  Follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 

It’s important to have enough smoke 
alarms in your home. Fire research 
has demonstrated that with today’s 
modern furnishings (furniture, 
curtains, pillows, carpets), fires can 
spread much more rapidly than in the 
past when more natural materials were 
used. Because of this, it’s important to 
have enough smoke alarms to give 
you and your family the time needed 
to escape safely.  Ideally, you should 
have smoke alarms installed inside 
every bedroom, one in the hallway 
outside the bedrooms, and at least 
one on every level of the home. Your 
fire department recommends that, 
whenever possible, residents install 
the additional alarms needed to bring 
their homes up to the current code.

Installing Smoke Alarms
• Choose smoke alarms that have 

the label of a recognized testing 
laboratory such as the Underwriters 
Laboratory. 

• Smoke alarms installed in the 
basement should be installed on the 
ceiling at the bottom of the stairs 
leading to the next level.

• Smoke alarms should never be 
installed too close to wall/ceiling 
corners where there is dead airspace.

• Smoke alarms should be installed 
at least 10 feet from a cooking 
appliance to minimize false alarms 
when cooking.

• Install smoke alarms according to 
the manufacturer’s instructions.

• Don’t install smoke alarms near 
windows, doors, or air ducts where 
drafts may interfere with their 
operation.

• Never paint smoke alarms.  When 
painting, either take the alarm down 
or cover it with plastic so that paint 
particles do not clog the sensors.

• For best protection, purchase 
interconnected smoke alarms.  
When one smoke alarm activates, 
they all do. Interconnection can be 
done using hard-wiring or wireless 
technology. Both types are available 
at local home improvement stores.

• There are two types of smoke alarms– 
ionization and photoelectric. An 
ionization smoke alarm is generally 
more responsive to fast burning 
fires like a pan fire on a stove top. 
Photoelectric smoke alarms are better 
at detecting smoldering fires such as 
a cigarette on a couch.  For the best 
protection, purchase smoke alarms 
that have both types of sensors in 
them. 

• Keep manufacturer’s instructions for 
reference.

Other Home Safety Steps
• Get everyone in your home together and 

make a home escape plan.  Walk through 
your home and look for two ways out of 
every room. 

• If there are infants, older adults, family 
members with mobility limitations, or 
children who do not wake to the sound 
of the smoke alarm, make sure that 
someone is assigned to assist them in 
the event of an emergency.

• Pick an outside meeting place for 
everyone to go to.  A good meeting place 
is something permanent, like a tree, light 
pole, or mailbox a safe distance from the 
front of the home.

• Practice the escape plan.

• If the smoke alarm sounds, remember the escape plan and get out safely.

ANSWER KEY
1. Manufacture date
2. Back of the alarm
3. Remove the alarm
4. All the above
5. If one sounds, they all sound
6. In every sleeping room
7. Once a month
8. Get outside and stay outside
9. 11 pm and 7 am

10. No working smoke alarms or no 
      smoke alarms
11. Have missing or disconnected   
      batteries
12. 1-2 minutes to escape
13. Cooking
14. All of the above
15. Replace the battery and then test 
      the alarm

— Keeping Your Community Safe with Home Fire Escape Drills —
NFPA • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169 • www.nfpa.org/education 

	 m  Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

 m		Visit each room. Find two ways out.

 m		All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to use them
  to get outside.

 m		Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to make sure
  each alarm is working.

 m		Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home.
  Everyone will meet at the meeting place.

 m		Make sure your house or building number can be seen from the street.
 m		Talk about your plan with everyone in your home.

	 m	  Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department. 

 m		Practice your home fire escape drill!

 m		Make your own home fire escape plan on the back of this paper.
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Accreditation       Continual Improvement

Kent Fire Department 
Regional Fire Authority www.Kentfirerfa.org @Kentfirerfa6

April 18, 2016 – Green River A vehicle was found on the bottom 
of the Green River and brought to shore after divers determined 
that no one was in it. It is unknown where or when the car 
entered the water. Debris on the 
roof indicated that it may have 
been submerged for a significant 
amount of time. Possible reasons 
for no one noticing the vehicle 
could be the lack of clarity of the 
water or the high water level.

May 2, 2016 – Kent A business’s sprinkler system did exactly 
what it was designed to do when it contained a small fire 
and sent a signal of a possible fire to the monitoring alarm 
company. The closest emergency unit was a fire engine from 
Tukwila. When they arrived, they found water coming from 
inside the large two story concrete tilt-up building. Because 
they knew that a sprinkler head had activated, they upgraded 
the incident to a “commercial fire”, which brought a full fire 
response including firefighters from the Kent RFA and Renton 
FD. A fire investigator determined there were two locations 
at the business where fire started and that the cause of the 
fire was spontaneous combustion, after paper and filtering 
material, which were both saturated with paint, were placed in 
containers. Certain materials, when in a limited space, can self-
generate heat until they catch fire. Paints, oils, and compost are 
common causes of this type of combustion. No one was in the 
business at the time of the fire and is considered accidental.

May 21, 2016–SeaTac A rescue mission turned to a recovery 
after divers and surface water rescue swimmers were unable 
to locate a man who apparently jumped off a boat into Angle 
Lake. According to witnesses, the man, who was in his twenties, 
was seen jumping from a small inflatable boat into the cold 
lake where he immediately sank. Firefighters and paramedics 
worked with the witnesses to find out where exactly the man 
entered the water using landmarks on shore. After not being 
able to locate the man for almost an hour, the operation turned 
into one of recovery. Dive teams from the King County Sheriff’s 
office and Valley Regional Fire Authority used sonar to locate 
the body a few hours later.

June 28, 2016 – Kent A school portable at Scenic Hill Elementary 
was heavily damaged after a fire broke out in it shortly after 
midnight. The Kent RFA was called to the scene after police 
discovered the fire while responding to another alarm at 
the school. Firefighters found smoke 
coming from the single-room portable 
located approximately 50 feet from the 
main building. The fire was caused by 
an electrical failure in a carpet dryer 
that was running in the room. At least 
one other portable had a similar device 
operating in it.

June 29, 2016 – SeaTac A teenage girl was treated and 
transported to a local hospital after two bystanders found her 
underwater at Angle Lake Park.

Firefighters from the Kent RFA were dispatched to a report that 
civilians were doing CPR on the young girl after she was found 

The Run Report
Kent/Covington/District 37/

SeaTac Incidents
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

Firefighters responded to 12,461 calls for assistance 
between March 1, 2016 through August 31, 2016. 

Calls For Help

Rescue/EMS - 9,754

Service Calls - 2,024

Fires - 459

Hazardous
Conditions - 224

face down in the water near the dock. According to witnesses, the patient may have 
been underwater for several minutes.

The firefighters and paramedics took over CPR from the civilians and were able to 
regain a pulse in the patient. The patient was transported to the hospital shortly after 
that. The patient’s family was on scene.

June 30, 2016 – Kent Two people were able to escape 
safely after their house caught fire. The resident reported 
the fire to 9-1-1 after smelling smoke. When firefighters 
from Kent RFA arrived, they found half of the shake-style 
roof on fire and a portion of it collapsing. It took over 20 
minutes to control the fire, which had spread through the 
entire attic space. A fire investigator has determined that 
the fire started after sparks from the fireplace chimney landed on the dry wood roof.

July 11, 2016 – Kent One person died due to injuries suffered after her apartment caught 
fire. The woman was treated by King County Medic One and Kent RFA firefighters. 
The patient was rescued from her burning second floor apartment by two Kent police 
officers who heard her calling for help as they approached her unit.

Kent RFA firefighters were initially dispatched after the fire activated a sprinkler head in 
the apartment, triggering a water flow alarm. The incident was upgraded to a commercial 
building fire when 9-1-1 calls began coming in of smoke and flames from the apartment 
window.

Much of the fire was extinguished by the sprinkler system and a total of two heads 
activated and discharged water. The system kept the fire from spreading to other units, 
though there was smoke throughout all three floors.

Several residents in the building have been displaced due to water damage in their 
units. Red Cross and SHAG are assisting the residents with temporary housing.

The cause of the fire was a cigarette accidentally igniting furniture. The use of home 
oxygen by the patient also fed the fire causing it to spread as quickly as it did.

August 1, 2016 – Kent Eight people were displaced following 
an apartment complex fire. When firefighters arrived, 
residents had escaped from the involved apartments which 
allowed responders to concentrate on extinguishing the 
fire and preventing it from spreading to other parts of the 
building. A total of two units suffered fire damage. The fire 
was upgraded to a second alarm to bring in additional units 
to relieve those firefighters already on scene. 

One resident was treated at the scene for an unknown injury and transported to a local 
hospital by ambulance. All of the displaced residents were assisted by Red Cross and 
the complex’s management.

August 2, 2016 – Kent A two-alarm fire was seen for miles due to the column of smoke 
it created. When firefighters from the Kent RFA arrived they found smoke coming 
from the single story concrete tilt-up building. The building is divided into separate 
businesses by concrete walls. Within minutes the fire was coming through the roof of 
the building and spreading. Three ladder trucks were set up 
to shoot large quantities of water directly onto the seat of 
the fire while other firefighters used smaller hose lines from 
the outside. It took two hours before the fire was largely out. 
Several businesses suffered fire, smoke, and water damage. 

Two firefighters were sent to a local hospital due to medical 
situations suffered at the fire. Neither is considered serious.

Fire departments from throughout south King County responded to the incident. 

Coming Events
October 5, 19 RFA Board Meeting*
 8 CPR/First Aid Class**
 9-15 Fire Prevention Week

November 6 Change your clock, change your battery 
 12 CPR/First Aid Class**
 16 RFA Board Meeting*
 28 Toys for Joy program begins

December 10 CPR/First Aid Class** 
 TBD Toys for Joy wrapping parties

January 2017 2 CERT Registration Opens***
 14 CPR/First Aid Class**
 18 RFA Board Meeting*

February 11 CPR/First Aid Class **
 15 RFA Board Meeting*

March 11 CPR/First Aid Class **
 15 RFA Board Meeting*

April 8 CPR/First Aid Class **
 19 RFA Board Meeting*

*RFA Board meetings begin at 5:30 pm and are open to the public
 Location: Fire Station 78 17820 SE 256 Street Covington, WA 98042

 Meetings are subject to change. Go to www.kentfirerfa.org for details.

**Classes are held at local fire stations. 
Call 253-856-4300 for information, fees, and to register.

***Call 253-856-4343 for information and to register.

Emergency 
Medical Calls

8,137

Motor Vehicle
Collisions

614

Patient Assists 1,003

Total 9,754

CARE71/CARE72 
Responses 

February 152

March 181

April 163

May 189

June 238

July 208

Total 1,131

EMS/Rescue



Professionally and Compassionately Helping People

Kent Fire Department 
Regional Fire Authority www.Kentfirerfa.org @Kentfirerfa

Kent Regional Fire Authority has partnered with a local Fred Meyer 
store for the past five years in support of the  Toys for Joy program. Toys 
for Joy is an annual event where new, unwrapped toys are collected, 
sorted, wrapped, and delivered to local food banks and outreach 
programs for distribution to needy families in our community. In 
addition to toys, monetary donations are also accepted.  With these 
funds we go out and purchase toys to add to the donations.  

The Fred Meyer store at 25250 Pacific Hwy. S. has made sure that 
we can get the items needed for our shopping day, saving us time 
and money.  We give a list of needed items before our shopping day 
and they have always fulfilled our requests and made sure that those 
items and the amounts needed are in stock for us.  

“Fred Meyer has had the privilege of partnering with the Kent Fire 
Department for their Annual Christmas Toy Event.  It is very gratifying 
to help the community and help provide for the less fortunate.  The 
Kent Fire Department goes above and beyond the call of duty by 
donating their time, energy, and effort to make someone’s Christmas 
a little more special.  I am fortunate to assist in this endeavor and 
look forward to continuing our contribution to the community,” said 
Michael A. Garrett, Fred Meyer Store Director.

Toys for Joy will begin on the Monday after Thanksgiving and we are 
honored to continue working 
with Fred Meyer as we support 
those in need.

Thank You for Your Support on Election Day
On April 26, voters approved the continuation of the benefit charge 
as part of the RFA’s two-part funding method with a 65% yes vote. Per 
state law, every six years the benefit charge collection must be sent 
to the voters for reauthorization. As the governing body representing 
the RFA, we want to thank voters for your ongoing trust and support. 

The RFA Governance Board will remain vigilant in balancing benefit 
charge revenues, tax revenues, and other avenues of funding including 
grants, contracts for services and impact fees for operational and 
capital needs so that you continue to receive the best emergency 
response services, and specialty programs continue to serve our 
community. 

We don’t take your vote for granted, and we confidently speak on behalf 
of the Regional Fire Authority when we ask you to please accept this 
simple act of saying thank you as a demonstration of our gratitude. 

A Name that Fits
This past June, the Board approved a name change for the RFA. Effective 
January 1, 2017, we will be Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority. With 
the RFA serving four different jurisdictions, it was very clear to the Board 
that Kent Regional Fire Authority is no longer inclusive of whom we are 
or of the communities we serve. Mergers, annexations, and contracts 
for services have expanded our Regional Fire Authority far beyond the 
Kent community. Rest assured though, that our history won’t be lost, it 
will only continue, and we are still YOUR fire department. 
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Community Partnerships

Regional Fire Authority Governance Board

Partnership Benefits Kids During the Holidays 
By Emergency Management Specialist Jenny Keizer

Toys shown here were purchased with 
generous discounts by Fred Meyer

Since 1889, the Kent Fire Department has served the emergency needs of the Kent area. From three emergency 
calls in 1912, to 24,285 emergency calls in 2015, your fire department has grown to be the largest in South 
King County and includes the cities of Kent and Covington, Fire District 37, and the City of SeaTac by contract.

Bill Boyce

Erin Sitterley

Allan Barrie

Dennis Higgins

Margaret Harto

Sean Smith Les Thomas

Harry George
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Contact Phone Numbers
Emergency: .......................................................................9-1-1

Emergency Management: .................................253-856-4440

Fire Business: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Prevention: .................................................................253-856-4400

Public Education & Information: ......................................253-856-4480

CPR and First Aid Classes: .................................................253-856-4300

Disaster Preparedness: ......................................................253-856-4440

RFA Governance Board: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Chief: Jim Schneider .................................................253-856-4300

Newsletter Editor: Capt. Kyle Ohashi .............................253-856-4481

E-mail us: .................................................................fire@kentfirerfa.org

On the web: .............................................................www.kentfirerfa.org

Twitter: .................................................................................@Kentfirerfa

24611 116th Avenue SE  •  Kent, WA 98030

Toys for Joy 
Returns for 2016

Each year, beginning the Monday following Thanksgiving, 
the Kent RFA, Kent Firefighters Foundation, and 
Firefighters Local 1747, prepare for another opportunity 
to support the community with the Toys for Joy program. 

Toys for Joy, which has been an annual event for over two 
decades, collects toys which are wrapped and delivered 
to local food banks for distribution to those in need 
during the holidays. Over the last 20 years, over 100,000 
toys have been donated by the residents and businesses 
of our community.

On November 28, collection barrels will be placed at all of 
our fire stations. The public is encouraged to bring new, 
unwrapped toys to the stations. The program will also 
accept non-perishable food and monetary donations. 

The annual gift wrapping parties of the donated toys are 
a great chance to get in the holiday spirit, and for teens 
to meet needed community service hours. The dates and 
times of the wrapping parties will be announced later this 
year.

The Toys for Joy program can only exist because of the 
generous donations of toys, resources, and time given 
by the businesses and residents of our community. We 
would like to thank Reddaway Trucking for providing a 
semi-truck and trailer each year which is used to store 
the wrapped gifts and transport them to the food banks. 
A big thank you to Door-to-Door Storage of Kent as well. 
Door-to-Door provides the containers that are used to 
hold the sorted gifts prior to wrapping. 

As we approach the holidays, it’s important to remember 
those who are less fortunate. Many families do not have to 
resources to purchase gifts for their children. The Toys for 
Joy program, like the fire department itself, was created 
for this purpose: to support our community during times 
of need.

For more information, call the Toys for Joy hotline at 
253-856-4485 beginning November 28th.

Employee Profile  —  Jenny Keizer
Emergency Management is a division of the Kent Regional Fire Authority 
that operates behind the scenes to make sure that the department, local 
businesses, and residents are ready for the unexpected, such as a natural 
disaster or area-wide chemical release.

Jenny Keizer is an Emergency Management Specialist and is one of the 
four people in EM that helps everyone to prepare. Jenny joined the RFA 
in 2008 and fills many roles for the department. One of her main jobs is 
managing the Federal Emergency Management Agency EM Performance 
Grant, which supports EM functions and purchases. The grant is critical 
for EM.

Some of her duties are unique. Jenny has become an expert at applying 
“moulage” to people to simulate injuries during disaster exercises and 
other training. She teaches during Community Emergency Response 
Team training, and often speaks to local businesses about how they can 
better prepare for those unexpected events. Jenny’s supervisor, Division 
Chief John Madson, has appreciated her work ethic and knowledge. 
“Being new to Emergency Management, Jenny has helped my transition 
by being good at her job and helping me become familiar with mine.”

Jenny loves working with the public and 
enjoys the variety of work that she gets to 
do every day. “Some days I’m behind my 
desk all day and other days I am engaging 
with the public at a business preparedness 
class or teaching little kids the importance of 
emergency preparedness.”  

Outside of work Jenny is a sports mom 
through and through and loves to spend 
time with her family.  If not at a baseball field 
or a soccer field she is most likely watching 
her beloved Seahawks play or out on a trail 
hiking somewhere.  


