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The Kent Fire Department Regional Fire 
Authority (KFDRFA) was created July 1, 
2010, by voter approval.  Leading up to 
that approval, your fire department made 
the commitment to provide, among other 
things, sustainable services.  The key to 
sustainable services is funding and sound 
fiscal management.  The KFDRFA has a two-
part funding system authorized under RCW 
52.26.180 referred to as a fire benefit charge 
(FBC).  The FBC authorizes a levy (tax) of up 
to $1.00 per thousand dollars of assessed 
value and a benefit charge based on the 
structure size, use, and risk.  The combination 
of the levy and the benefit charge finance the 
operations of your fire authority.  Outside 
audits occur annually through the State of 
Washington and review by the Center for 
Public Safety Excellence, who authorizes and 
oversees the KFDRFA’s accredited agency 
status.

Since the creation of the KFDRFA, the 
eight-member governing board has 
balanced the needs of the fire authority 
with the sensitivity related to benefit 
service charge increases over the last five 
years.  The board is comprised of three 
Kent City Councilmembers, three King 
County Fire District 37 Commissioners, 
and one member each from the city 
councils of Covington and SeaTac who 
serve in advisory, non-voting positions. 
With this sensitivity in mind, the KFDRFA 
has aggressively pursued other avenues 
of funding for current year operations and 
capital needs, now and into the future. 
These efforts align with the governance 
board vision of “…providing effective and 
sustainable fire and EMS services that 
maximize the resources entrusted to us to 
serve the needs of a changing community.” 

One avenue for funding came on July 10, 
2015, when the RFA was notified that it had 
been awarded $1,390,806 by the Department 
of Homeland Security under the Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response 
(SAFER) program.  The Staffing for Adequate 
Fire and Emergency Response Grants 

program was created to provide funding 
directly to fire departments and volunteer 
firefighter interest organizations to help them 
increase or maintain the number of trained, 
“front line” firefighters available in their 
communities. This is a nationally competitive 
award program based upon community 
need. The goal of SAFER 
is to enhance local fire 
departments’ abilities 
to comply with staffing, 
response, and operational 
standards established by 
the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA 1710 
and/or NFPA 1720).  As an 
accredited agency under 
the Center for Public 
Safety Excellence, the 
KFDRFA strives to adhere 
to the standards that were 
created under NFPA 1710 
which addresses career 
departments.  The award 
allocates for the hiring of six 
firefighter positions for the 
next two years, including 
all salary and benefit 
costs.  These positions have previously gone 
unfilled due to the RFA’s operational needs, 
and the vacancies were the result of attrition 
in the RFA due to retirements.   

On the heels of that announcement, on July 
31, 2015, the RFA was again notified by the 
Department of Homeland Security that we 
had been awarded $408,978 to be used 
towards the purchase of a new fire engine 
under the Assistance to Firefighter Program 
to protect the health and safety of the public 
and firefighting personnel against fire and 
fire-related hazards.  This was great news for 
the RFA as we have been struggling for the 
last five years to create a funding plan for the 
replacement of our aging apparatus.  This 
grant will be replacing a front line 2001 Pierce 
Quantum fire engine with 115,945 miles that 
responded to 1,790 calls last year, and will 
move into reserve apparatus status with the 
surplus of a 1989 Pierce Lance engine that is 
26 years old and currently serves as a reserve 
apparatus. Typically in our fire authority, we 
have attempted to use front line engines for 
10 years, then place into reserve for 10 years, 
and then surplus after that time period. 
The wear and tear on our fire engines is 
greater than many jurisdictions, as we have 
many hills, railroad crossings, and speed 
impediments that lead to more maintenance 
issues that incur greater costs.

Another significant milestone for the RFA 
came on September 2, 2015, when the Kent City 
Council passed an ordinance to implement 
Fire Impact Fees on new development to 
help offset the additional resources needed 

to serve those developments. Over the next 
20 years, estimates show that more than 
$20 million in impact fees will be collected 
from new development to help offset those 
impacts on fire and life safety services.  
These fire impact fees will be generated 
by projected development of more than 11 

million square feet of commercial structures 
and an estimated 7,000 housing units. The 
primary use of these impact fee funds will be 
for the construction of additional fire stations 
needed to serve this new community growth 
and assure levels of service do not decline in 
the future. 

These are several examples of how your Kent 
Fire Department Regional Fire Authority is 
actively pursuing funding opportunities for 
current year operations and capital needs 
in order to balance the needs of the fire 
authority while remaining sensitive to fire 
benefit service charge increases.

Sustainable Emergency Services 
Through Responsible Funding 

Battalion Chief Greg Markley
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From 
the 

Chief

The aging “baby boomer” generation and 
its impact on the workforce and economy 
are raising red flags in the leadership of 
organizations, throughout the United 
States. In addition, tragedies like September 
11, 2001, when the world trade centers were 
destroyed, 172 corporate executives lost their 
lives. To complicate the leadership concern 
over the last decade, many public and private 
workforces have downsized to become more 
efficient with fewer employees.

Closer to home, in the fire service, the New 
York Fire Department lost key leadership 
positions on 9/11 that included the Fire Chief, 
along with 343 officers and firefighters. Even 
though tragedies like 9/11 cannot be predicted, 
the “aging baby boomer” population is a 
reality, which in turn has led organizations 
to address this future leadership continuity 
challenge.

In November 2014, the Kent Regional Fire 
Authority (RFA) created a Succession 
Planning Team that consisted of the following 
fire department personnel: Battalion Chief 
Kevin Garling, Captain Shelle Dier, Captain 
Daniel Hardman, Captain Jimmy Webb, 
Captain John Ahrens, Engineer John 
Robbins, Engineer Keven Rojecki, Engineer 
Phill Jorgensen, Deputy Fire Marshal Kevin 
O’Keefe, Firefighter Paul Zydek, Emergency 
Management Coordinator Kimberly 
Behymer, Purchasing/Finance Coordinator 
Tracy Staggers, and Administrative Support 
Arlene Larson. The team collaborated to 
create our first succession plan and related 
policy. The Kent RFA Succession Plan could 
also be referred to as a “business exit 
plan,” due to the unique business practices 
associated with the fire service.

The succession planning team began the 
process by defining the fundamental and 
critical competencies of identified key 
positions within the organization. In addition, 
the team outlined educational requirements, 
training, and certifications that correspond 
for the key positions.

The succession plan will serve as a reference 
tool for existing department personnel as 
they consider filling future key vacancies. 
A crucial component of a succession plan 
is an effective and efficient transition in the 
replacement process.

It is a commitment of the succession planning 
team and the Kent Regional Fire Authority to 
provide a continuous and successful future 
for our employees and you, the residents, we 
serve and protect.

Thank you.

Fire Chief Jim Schneider

New Recruit

Emergency Management A Continuous and 
Successful Future

Jacob Toevs 

Jacob joined the Kent Fire Department RFA earlier this 
year, and has prior experience as a firefighter after 
volunteering with Grant County District 3 for three years. 
He also has a degree in Science in Community Health 
from Eastern Washington University. Originally from 
East Wenatchee, Jacob’s family runs a farm market there 
where he worked during high school and college.

Molte Grazie 
(many thanks)

After 38 years of dedicated service, Division Chief 
Dominic Marzano of the Kent Fire Department 
RFA has announced his retirement for later this 
year.  He will be missed as a local and regional 
leader, mentor, and friend.Chief Marzano came 
to the Kent Fire Department RFA in 2000 and has 
held several positions within the department, 
including Administrative Assistant Chief, Deputy 
Chief of Operations, and most recently Division 
Chief of Emergency Management.  In addition to 
Kent, Chief Marzano also spent 11 years with the 
Painesville, Ohio, Fire Department and 12 years 
with the Woodinville Fire Department.

During the past 8 years as the Division Chief of Emergency Management he 
has overseen a staff of three to develop all aspects of Emergency Management: 
mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.  He was also responsible 
for upgrading the Emergency Coordination Center and developing a training 
curriculum for City of Kent staff.  

Chief Marzano was instrumental in bringing the Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) training to the northwest.  After attending a course in Maryland, he 
developed the first train-the-trainer course and delivered it to communities in 
Washington, Oregon, and Alaska.

Chief Marzano also spent 16 years as a member of the FEMA Washington State 
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force, including serving as Task Force Leader.  As 
part of that team, he responded to the Northridge Earthquake, World Trade Center, 
and Hurricane Katrina.  

Chief Marzano will continue his passion for emergency management after his 
retirement from the department by continuing to teach for the National Emergency 
Management Institute in Maryland.  

Many thanks, Chief Marzano, for your contributions to the Fire Service and 
Emergency Management.

We are all going to miss him, but wish him well in retirement!

Be ready for a disaster by:

•	 Being informed – Learn what protective measures to take.

•	 Making a plan – Prepare, plan, and stay informed about 
emergencies.

•	 Building a kit – Have your 
emergency supplies ready 
before a disaster hits.

•	 Getting involved – Take a 
CERT and first aid class. 
Also find out what other 
activities are taking place 
in your community.

September 30, 2015, is 
National PrepareAthon! Day

www.ready.gov/prepare 
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While it seems like our glorious days of 
summer could be around for weeks to come, 
it is time to think about the season change 
bringing the cold, wind, and rain back to 
Western Washington once again.  

Here are some safety tips to 
prepare for fall and winter:
•  Have a qualified professional inspect and 
service your furnace annually.

•  Chimneys and vents need to be cleaned 
and inspected by a qualified professional. 
Creosote build-up is the number one cause 
of chimney fires.

•  Burn only dry, seasoned wood in wood 
stoves and fireplaces.

•  Make sure that fireplace screens are in 
good conditions and securely in place.

•  Place any ashes in a sealed metal container 
and store at least 10 feet from combustible 
materials including your home and wood 
decks.

•  Keep combustible materials at least three 
feet from space or baseboard heaters.

•  Teach children to stay at least three feet 
from fireplaces, wood stoves, or other hot 
appliances.

•  Reduce the chance of a fire by plugging 
space heaters directly into an outlet, not an 
extension cord, and remember to turn them 
off when you leave the room.

•  Be sure to test the carbon monoxide 
detectors along with the smoke alarms and 
change the batteries when you move your 
clock back one hour.

Halloween Safety
All year long, children look forward to a 
favorite event – Halloween.  They plan 
and design the perfect costume and smile 
when they talk about the candy.  Darkness 
arrives and kids flock out into the sidewalks 
and roads.  Unfortunately, statistics show 
that kids are twice as likely to be killed on 
Halloween night compared to any other 
night.  Kent Fire Department RFA wants our 
children to be safe and asks that drivers 
take the following precautions for the little 
ghosts and goblins that are out and about:

•  Drive slowly and anticipate heavy 
pedestrian traffic on and near the road. 

•  Be sure to drive 
with your full 
headlights on so you 
can spot children 
from a greater 
distance.

•  Take extra time to 
actively look for kids 
at intersections, on 
medians, and on 
curbs. 

• Remember that 
costumes can limit 
children’s vision and 
they may not be able 
to see your vehicle. 

• Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly 
and carefully. 

• Remember that children are excited on this 
night and may move in unpredictable ways. 

• Remember that popular trick-or-treating 
hours are during the typical rush-hour 
period, between 5:30-9:30 p.m. 

•  Reduce any distractions inside your car 
so you can concentrate on the road and 
pedestrians.

Parents and caregivers, you can set kids up 
for safety success with these tips:

•  Costumes are a fun way to enjoy Halloween 
– safe ways to get dressed up include 
avoiding long trailing fabric and if there is 
a mask, making sure the eye holes are large 
enough to see out of.

•  Provide children with flashlights to help 
them see and be seen.

•  Use battery operated candles to light 
up the jack-o-lanterns.  If you use a real 
candle, use caution and place them well 

away from combustibles such as Halloween 
decorations.

•  Instruct children to stay clear of jack-o-
lanterns that have a candle in them and 
teach them to stop, drop, and roll if their 
clothing or costume catches fire.

Kent Fire Department RFA firefighters will 
be visiting neighborhoods again this year 
giving out safety flashers!  These have 
become a Halloween favorite treat!  If you 
see them be sure to say “Trick or Treat”.

Winter Pet Safety Tips
Let’s not forget our furry family members 
this fall and winter as the weather worsens.

While dogs need outdoor exercise, take care 
to not leave them outside for long periods of 
time.  Dogs and cats are safer inside during 
bad weather.

Antifreeze and de-icing chemicals can be 
hazardous, and many of the antifreeze 
solutions have a sweet taste that can attract 
animals.  Wipe up spills and keep the anti-
freeze stored and in sealed containers.

Salt and other chemicals used to melt snow 
and ice can irritate a pet’s paws. Wipe their 
paws with a damp towel when they come 
inside before your pet licks them and irritates 
their mouth.  

Never leave a pet locked inside a car during 
extremely cold weather.  Cars can actually 
act like a refrigerator, holding in cold air, 
putting your pet at risk.

Holiday safety is important to our family 
pets.  Do what you can to keep them safe by:

•  Securing the holiday tree so it doesn’t 
easily tip and fall, causing injury to a pet.  
Stagnant tree water has bacteria in it which 
can make a pet sick if they drink it, so change 
the water often.

•  Tinsel on the tree can be a sparkling touch, 
but make sure it is placed out of your pet’s 
reach to avoid them eating it.  

• Holly, poinsettias, and mistletoe are 
poisonous plants to dogs and cats.  Be sure 
to keep them up out of reach of your pet.

3

Safety & Education
Fall and Winter Preparations and Safety

By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

Thanksgiving is the leading 
day of the year for home fires 
involving cooking equipment.

Holiday 
decorations are 
the first thing 

to ignite in 900 
reported home 
fires every year. 

Two of every 
five fires were 

started by a 
candle.

Although holiday tree fires 
are not all that common, 

when they do occur, they are 
likely to be very serious.
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October is Fire Prevention Month and is a great time for the Kent Fire Department 
RFA to sound the alarm to keep our homes and our kids safe from fire. The best 
safety device is a working smoke alarm to provide early warning of smoke and 
flames.  Did you know that roughly half of home fire deaths result from fires 
reported between 11:00 pm and 7:00 am, when most people are asleep? 

It’s especially important to have working smoke alarms during those hours to 
provide a wake up warning.  That’s the message behind this year’s Fire Prevention 
Week campaign.

4

Smoke Alarms
Early Warning to Get Out Safely

By Public Education Specialist Melanie Taylor

Home fires caused $7 billion 
in property damage in 2013.

On average, families have less 
than three minutes from the time 
the first smoke alarm sounds to 
escape their home.

Install
Smoke alarms on 

each level, one inside 
each bedroom, 

and in the hallway 
leading to the 

bedrooms.

Check
Check your smoke 
alarms and carbon 
monoxide detec-
tors monthly to 

make sure they are 
working.

Change
Change the batteries 

in your smoke 
alarms and carbon 

monoxide detectors 
when you change 

your clocks.

Important facts about home fires:
• Half of home fire deaths result from fires reported between 11:00 pm and 7:00 am, when most people are asleep.
• One-quarter of home fire deaths were cause by fires that started in the bedroom. Another quarter resulted from fires 

in the living room, family room, or den.
• Three out of five home fire deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms.
• In 2013, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated 369,500 home structure fires. These fires caused 2,755 

deaths, 12,200 civilian injuries, and $7 billion in direct damage.
• Home fires killed an average of eight people every day in 2013.
• Cooking equipment is the leading cause of home fire injuries, followed by heating equipment.
• Smoking materials are the leading cause of home fire deaths.
• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire by 50%.
• When smoke alarms fails to operate, it is usually because batteries are missing, disconnected, or dead.

Are a peak alarm 
time period for 

home fire deaths.

11 pm 
  to 7 am
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If you or someone you love is in need of emergency assistance, you 
want help to get there right away. Did you know that there’s one thing 
everyone can do to help firefighters provide emergency assistance 
as quickly as possible? It’s as simple as Moving to the Right for Sirens 
and Lights.

A problem often faced by firefighters, paramedics, and police officers 
are drivers who do not become aware of the approaching emergency 
vehicles until the last moment, then panic and stop wherever they 
happen to be.

Emergency vehicles often encounter drivers who stop in the middle 
of an intersection or in the left lane. This complicates the situation 
when other vehicles have done their best to pull to the right or out 

of the intersection. Motorist who fail to pull to the right make the available roadway very narrow for emergency vehicles to get 
through.

Emergency personnel understand the sudden surge of surprise motorists normally experience at the sound and sight of a fire 
truck, ambulance, or police car rapidly approaching with sirens and flashing lights.  The law (RCW 46.61.210) is very specific: 
drivers must yield the right-of-way to an emergency vehicle. Failure to do so can cause serious crashes or delays in ambulances, 
fire engines, and police cars arriving at the scene of an emergency. It’s important to think ahead. Train yourself to instinctively 
pull to the right at the sound/sight of emergency vehicles, just as you automatically slow and stop for school buses when their 
yellow and red lights begin flashing.

When driving, take a hint from other drivers. When you notice vehicles pulling to the right edge of the road on both sides, do 
the same and stay there until all emergency vehicles have passed. The cooperation of all vehicles on the roadway is essential.

Here are some simple rules to follow when you’re on the road and encounter an emergency vehicle.

DO:
• Stay calm.
• Pull to the right and come to a complete stop.
• If you’re traveling on a high-speed road or if there is 

no room to stop, slow down as much as possible and 
move to the right.

• If you are in the left lane, pull over into the right lane 
as traffic in the lane to your right moves over.

• If you cannot move to the right because of another 
vehicle or obstacle, just stop. Your action will let the 
driver of the emergency vehicle know what you are 
doing and allow the driver to pass safely.

• When an emergency vehicle approaches you from be-
hind while you are stopped at an intersection, stay 
where you are unless you can pull to the right.

• On a 4-lane highway or street without barriers, both 
sides of traffic should pull to the right.

• Be careful when driving by or around a motor vehicle 
accident or any situation where emergency vehicles 
are parked and firefighters are working.

• Drivers should stay at least 500 feet behind emergency 
vehicles.

DON’T:
• Don’t panic.
• Don’t play your radio so loudly or wear devices that 

impair your ability to hear emergency sirens.
• Don’t pull to the left unless directed to do so.
• Don’t try to outrun an emergency vehicle.
• Don’t drive through a red light or stop sign when an 

emergency vehicle approaches from behind unless 
directed to do so.

• If the emergency vehicle is traveling on the opposite 
direction of a divided highway or street, you don’t 
need to pull over.

MOVE  RIGHT
FOR

SIRENS & LIGHTS

Move Right for 
Sirens and Lights

 

 

 

 

 
 

What else should you have in your bedroom beside your bed, clothes, toys and a pillow?

3       15  9    7     6       8       3       23 3   1     9

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

3 13 20 4 8 12 24 5 18 19 6 23 9 17 7 16 10 1 15 14 11 26 2 21 25 22
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April 14, 2015– A Kent Fire Investigator determined that a fire 
that damaged several storage units in an apartment complex in 
the 400 block of Novak Lane in Kent was intentionally set. Fire-
fighters from the Kent Fire Department RFA were dispatched 
to a possible apartment fire at 6:52 pm and found flames com-
ing from a detached building divided into four storage units 
used by residents. Although the fire was contained to one unit, 
smoke and heat damaged the contents of an adjacent unit as 
well. Fortunately, the units 
were fully compartmental-
ized with no common attic. 
This kept the fire in the sin-
gle unit and prevented the 
fire’s spread. The person(s) 
who set the fire broke into 
the storage unit through a 
common wall from the unit 
next to it that was unoccu-
pied and unlocked. A person 
of interest was investigated.

June 5, 2015– A kitchen fire in the 9400 block of SE 240 Street 
in Kent displaced an adult and three children. The fire was re-
ported at 10:00 pm after oil used for cooking caught fire on 
the stove top. A garden hose was used to extinguish the fire 
but only spread the burning oil across the kitchen. Fortunately, 
a neighbor used a dry chemical extinguisher to put out most 
of the fire and to keep it from spreading to other parts of the 
two-story house. No one was injured, and the fire damage was 
limited to the kitchen area. Smoke did spread throughout the 
house and was removed by firefighters. 

June 21, 2015– A discarded cigarette was the cause of an early 
morning house fire in the 20600 block of 12 Pl. S. in SeaTac. 
Firefighters from the Kent Fire Department RFA, South King 
Fire and Rescue, and Burien Fire Department were dispatched 
at 3:00 am to the single story house. When they arrived they 
found smoke and flames coming from the back side of the 
residence and fire spreading into the attic space. It took ap-

proximately 50 minutes to 
fully extinguish the fire. 
Access into the attic space 
was made more difficult by 
the added layers of drywall 
and insulation that were in 
the home. Many homes in 
the area were similarly ret-
rofitted to deaden the noise 
from SeaTac Airport. The 
sole occupant of the house 
escaped safely, but suf-

fered minor burns and smoke inhalation thought to have been 
caused by his reentering the burning house to look for pets. 
Red Cross assisted the resident. The fire started in a covered 
back porch area where wood furniture and other combustibles 
caught fire from a cigarette. The fire spread to a trellis that cov-
ered the porch and spread into the attic space though the bird 
blocking where it continued to burn until a neighbor noticed 
the fire and called 9-1-1.

The Run Report
Kent/Covington/District 37/

SeaTac Incidents
By Public Education Specialist Kirsti Weaver

Firefighters responded to 12,575 calls for assistance 
between March 1, 2015 through August 31, 2015. 

Calls For Help
Rescue/EMS - 8,965

Service Calls - 1,845

Fires - 637

Hazardous
Conditions - 168 

Out of District - 960

July 8, 2015 –  A three-alarm fire response was need-
ed to battle a large pile of recycling paper in the 1200 
block of 6 Ave. N., Kent.  Kent Fire Department RFA 
firefighters were dispatched to what was described as 
a “large cardboard fire”.  When they arrived on scene, 
crews encountered approximately ½ acre of burning 

paper and cardboard. 
Embers from the initial 
fire started fires in sev-
eral large bundles of 
paper throughout the 
parking lot. The smoke 
made visibility diffi-
cult. At one point, fire 
spread to the interior 
of the recycling com-
pany building. This 

fire was quickly extinguished and firefighters were 
placed above the roof using ladder trucks to ensure 
that embers did not start more fires in other build-
ings of the immediate area. Front-loaders were then 
brought in to pull paper product bundles apart where 
they could be extinguished in small amounts. Firefighters and support personnel from 
Tukwila, Seattle, Zone 3 Explorers, Medic One, Valley Regional Fire Authority, Renton, 
Skyway, and one Seattle Task Force responded.  There were no injuries.

August 4, 2015– Four people are displaced following a house fire in the 3400 block 
of S. 191 Street in SeaTac. Three of the people were home at the time of the fire and 

escaped safely. When firefighters from 
the Kent Fire Department RFA arrived, 
they found the entire second floor of 
the house engulfed in flames. A quick 
attack kept it from spreading to nearby 
houses and shrubs.  Despite getting 
water on the flames quickly, much of 
the second floor was gutted by the fire. 
In addition to the Kent Fire Department 
RFA, firefighters from South King Fire 
and Rescue, and the Burien FD also 
responded. Zone 3 Fire Explorers and 
King County Medic One provided re-
habilitation. 

Coming Events
October 7, 21 RFA Board Meeting*
 10 CPR/First Aid Class**
 4-10 Fire Prevention Week

November 1 Change your clock, change your battery 
 4, 18 RFA Board Meeting*
 7 CPR/First Aid Class**
 23 Toys for Joy program begins

December 2, 16 RFA Board Meeting*
 12 CPR/First Aid Class** 
 TBD Toys for Joy wrapping parties
  (call 253-856-4485 for info)
 TBD Toys for Joy deliver to Kent Senior Center 

January 2016 4 Registration Opens for CERT Classes****
 6, 20 RFA Board Meeting*
 9 CPR/First Aid Class**

February 3, 17 RFA Board Meeting*
 6 CPR/First Aid Class **

March 2, 16 RFA Board Meeting*
 5 CPR/First Aid Class**
 TBD Spring CERT classes begin

April 6, 20 RFA Board Meeting*
 2 CPR/First Aid Class**

May 4, 18 RFA Board Meeting*
 7 CPR/First Aid Class**
 TBD Gift of Life presentations at local
  high schools 

*RFA Board meetings begin at 5:30 pm and are open to the public
 Location: Fire Station 78 17820 SE 256 Street Covington, WA 98042

 Meetings are subject to change. Go to www.kentfirerfa.org for details.

**Classes are held at local fire stations. 
Call 253-856-4300 for information, fees, and to register.

****Call 253-856-4343 for information and to register.

Emergency 
medical calls

7,636

Medical assist 1,311

Other 18

Total 8,965

FDCARES Unit 
Responses 

March 142

April 144

May 165

June 158

July 182

August 187

Total 978

EMS/Rescue
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The American Red Cross recently announced a national campaign to reduce 
deaths and injuries from home fires by as much as 25% over the next five 
years.

The campaign seeks to increase the use of smoke alarms in neighborhoods at 
greater risk and to encourage everyone to practice their fire escape plans. The 
program accomplishes this by offering residents a home fire safety visit and 
installation of free smoke alarms.

“We know smoke alarms cut the risk of death from a fire in half and that’s 
why the Red Cross is working with fire departments and community groups 
in some of the most fire-affected neighborhoods around the country to install 
smoke alarms and teach people about home fire safety,” said Gail McGovern, 
president and CEO of the American Red Cross.  “We’re asking every household 
to take two simple steps that can save lives:  check their existing smoke alarms 
and practice fire drills at home.”

On June 13, 2015, the Kent Fire Department RFA partnered with American 
Red Cross to help accomplish this goal. Going to several neighborhoods, 
firefighters, Red Cross personnel, and local police and fire Explorers installed 
134 smoke alarms and replaced 11 batteries during 178 home visits.

The Kent Fire Department RFA and the Red Cross are planning on continuing 
this program with two more days of free smoke alarm installations as we work 
to make our community safer.

The Kent firefighters, Red 
Cross, Seatac Fire and Police 

explorers were able to 
accomplish the following: 

178
Home/Safety Visits

134
Smoke Alarm Installations

11
Batteries Replaced

The Kent Fire Department RFA Governance Board would like to offer 
its sincerest thanks to the Kent City Council, who on September 1, 
2015, unanimously voted to adopt and authorize the assessment of 
fire impact fees on new residential or commercial properties and 
the expansion of existing commercial structures. This one-time fee, 
which will be imposed on new development and collected by the City 
via the permit process, will assist to ensure that adequate levels of 
emergency and life safety service exist, and will not be diminished by 
development.

Increased population and traffic congestion have slowed fire vehicles 
– affecting response time – serving the Kent area. The population in 
the RFA has grown significantly from 700 people per square mile in 
1970 to 3,000 people per square mile today. The RFA’s call volume has 
also increased; it is up 12% from a year ago. This has left the RFA in 
a position that it cannot afford, which is to catch up from problems 
from the past, while at the same time trying to maintain services with 
the impacts of the future.

The general purpose of assessing fire impact fees is so that incoming 
new development shares the cost burden of providing services in 
the community in which they build, as compared to leaving the 
existing community responsible for 100% of the increased need for 
emergency life and safety services. Fire impact fees will be utilized to 
fund capital projects, but only to the extent, that new development affects levels of service.  Where adequate reserve capacity and levels of 
service exist, fees will be reduced accordingly so that new development only pays its fair share. 

In addition to fire impact fees, the City of Kent also imposes school and transportation impact fees for 
the same reasons. Impact fees assessed to developers helps to pay for the cost of building new schools 
and road improvements as a response to increasing population growth and resulting use. The cities of 
Auburn, Renton, Maple Valley and Tukwila already have fire impact fees, and the RFA is working with the 
City of Covington to implement a similar growth/development revenue option. 

Fire impact fees will be reviewed annually by both the RFA and the Kent City Council. Again, thank you 
for recognizing the need to respond to growth in the area while not relying on the existing population to 
single-handedly absorb the costs associated with growth. 
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FDCARES — Grows to Better Serve Community
By Division Chief Mitch Snyder

In the last issue of the Emergency Responder, the FDCARES program wrote about 
developing healthcare partnerships to better serve our community. One of those 
partnerships resulted in the FDCARES “Care Coordinators” vehicle program, which 
responds to non-emergent medical calls in place of a larger fire apparatus. 

Another benefit to partnerships has been the addition of two new members to the Kent 
Fire Department RFA. Social Worker Nancy Valencia, MSW and Nurse Care Coordinator 
Adam Davis, ARNP each brings their special skills and education to help the residents 
of our community.

Nancy began her professional development at Azusa Pacific University and received 
her Master of Social Work degree from California State University, Long Beach. She 
has worked with children and families in the foster system, juvenile offenders, juvenile 
parolees and probationers, and adults with developmental disabilities.  When not 
working, Nancy enjoys hiking, playing sports, rock climbing, and any other outdoor 
activity. 

Adam is a doctorally-prepared Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP), certified 
in both family and psychiatric practice. He received his training from the University of 
Washington School of Nursing and also completed a certificate program in innovation 
and entrepreneurship at the UW Foster School of Business. Adam has worked with the 
FDCARES program in various capacities for the last three years as a student/volunteer 
and spends his off time with his wife, family, and friends.

Contact Phone Numbers
Emergency: .......................................................................9-1-1

Emergency Management: .................................253-856-4440

Fire Business: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Prevention: .................................................................253-856-4400

Public Education & Information: ......................................253-856-4480

CPR and First Aid Classes: .................................................253-856-4300

Disaster Preparedness: ......................................................253-856-4440

RFA Governance Board: ....................................................253-856-4300

Fire Chief: Jim Schneider .................................................253-856-4300

Newsletter Editor: Capt. Kyle Ohashi .............................253-856-4481

E-mail us: .................................................................fire@kentfirerfa.org

On the web: .............................................................www.kentfirerfa.org

Twitter: .................................................................................@Kentfirerfa

24611 116th Avenue SE  •  Kent, WA 98030

Employee Profile  —  
Alexandra Novotny

The South King County Fire Training Consortium is made 
up of eight fire departments and provides training, 
coordination, and record keeping for over 600 firefighters. 
Behind the scenes of the consortium is a cadre of staff, both 
uniform and civilian, which ensures that all the work gets 
done. One of those people is Alexandra Novotny.

Alex’s official title is Administrative Support II and her job is 
to support the many people and projects of the consortium. 
In fact, she does much more than that. Alex’s desk location 
makes her the first person a visitor to the training facility 
meets. She is also the person who answers the phone, so 
in a real sense she is the “face” of the division.  During a 
typical day, Alex will be entering training events, rosters, 
and processing training requests. This documentation is 
critical to the safety of firefighters and to the record keeping 

process. Classroom scheduling 
for four training locations, 
being responsible for keeping 
up the daily electronic posting 
of classes, and creating flyers 
and posters for those classes 
are also part of her job.

Alex loves her job. Her 
favorite parts of the job? “I 
love working with the people 
and the humor that keeps 
the work place fun. Working 
with so many different fire 
departments means getting to 

meet and interact with a lot of people”. “I have a background 
in theater, so getting to help out with moulage, which is 
the makeup that simulates injuries, at training events is 
something else I enjoy”. 

As the SKCFTC continues to grow and add new members, 
the need for people like Alex to get the work done that keeps 
firefighters safe will continue to be critical to our success.

Toys for Joy Returns
Beginning November 23rd, the Kent Fire Department RFA, Kent Firefighters 
Local 1747, and the Kent Firefighters Foundation will once again accept 
toys for this community supporting program. 

New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at any Kent Fire Department 
RFA fire station. The toys will be sorted, wrapped, and delivered to 
several local foodbanks for distribution.

The public is invited to the gift wrapping parties, which will be 
held at a local fire station.  Dates and times will be announced in 
late November on the  
Toys for Joy hotline, 
253-856-4485.


