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GOVERNANCE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 15, 2017 
 

Call Meeting to Order 
The Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Governance Board Meeting was called to order by Board 
Chairperson Les Thomas at 5:30 p.m. In attendance were Board Vice Chair Harry George, Sr. and 
Board Members Dennis Higgins, Margaret Harto, Bill Boyce, and Advisory Board Members Sean 
Smith and Erin Sitterley. Board Member Allan Barrie had an excused absence. 
 
The following department personnel were in attendance: Fire Chief Jim Schneider, Deputy Chief 
John Willits, Deputy Chief Brian Wiwel, Deputy Chief Eric Tomlinson, Division Chief Jon Napier, 
Division Chief Pat Pawlak, Division Chief Larry Rabel, Division Chief John Madson, Division Chief 
Mark Jones, Captain Ray Shjerven-Local 1747 President, Government Relations Manager Kimberly 
Matej, Finance Manager Margaret Martin, IT Manager Don Gentry, Attorney Brian Snure, and Board 
Secretary Jane Ogren. 
 
Citizen Advisory Committee member Mike Davis and Sam Sullivan were also in attendance. One 
member of the public was in attendance for the continuation of the Benefit Charge Public Hearing. 
Several members of the fire department attended for the awards portion of the meeting. 
 
Flag Salute 

• The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Agenda Modifications 

• There were no agenda modifications. 
 
Announcements, Proclamations, and Presentations 

• Awards were presented for fourth quarter 2016 and first quarter 2017 Longevity Awards. 
• Awards were presented for Distinguished Service and Unit Citation. 
• Awards were presented to Firefighter of the Year, Officer of the Year, and Employee of the 

Year.  
 
Public Comment 

• There were no Public Comments. 
 
Benefit Charge Review Board Public Hearing 
 The Public Hearing was reconvened at 6:40 p.m. 
 Captain Rabel reviewed and presented a staff report on each pending appeal. 
 Attorney Walt Olsen, representing mobile home parks in the Puget Sound Fire response area, 

discussed the benefit charge assessed to the mobile home park owners and the reason why the 
benefit charge should be assessed to the owners of the mobile homes rather than the owners of 
the mobile home parks. 

• Attorney Snure addressed Attorney Olsen’s comment that the RFA would take a look at 
this in the future. He also commented that mobile home park owners can pass this fee 
on to their tenants. The system was designed to be equitable by using the average 
square footage of a mobile home. 

 A 10-minute Executive Session was called at 6:50 p.m. for the purpose of RCW 42.30.140(2) That 
portion of a meeting of a quasi-judicial body which relates to a quasi-judicial matter between 
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named parties as distinguished from a matter having general effect on the public or on a class or 
group.  

• At 7:00 p.m. the Executive Session was extended five minutes. 
• At 7:05 the Executive Session was extended an additional minute. 
• The Benefit Appeals Hearing was called back to order at 7:06 p.m. 

 The following MOTIONS were made by the RFA Board: 
• Parcel #0822059106 (Goff Family Trust) 

 Appeal: Requesting reduction of fee, fee has doubled due to accessory structures 
being added in. 
 Staff Recommendation: Accessory structures are improvements to real property, 

no change in fee. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Higgins to deny the appeal based on staff recommendations. (MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0) 

• Parcel #662340015103 (Mr. Kenneth Baker) 
 Appeal: Seeking to appeal 2017 addition of 5,400 sq. ft. commercial garage and 

associate fee of $682.91. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change to fee. Accessory structure greater than 399 

sq. ft. should be charged per adopted formula. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Boyce to deny the appeal based on staff recommendations. (MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0) 

• Attorney Walt Olsen Law Firm Appeal - Parcel #2122049106 
 Appeal: Fee should be assessed to the personal property on the pad, not the 

owner of the pad. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change to assessed fees. Benefit far exceeds the fee, 

fee is based upon a reasonable methodology as set forth in proposed Order. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Harto to approve the proposed Order adjusting the benefit charge to 
account for vacant mobile home pads and to deny the appeal. (MOTION CARRIED 
5-0) 

• Attorney Walt Olsen Law Firm Appeal - Parcel #250060555 
 Appeal: Fee should be assessed to the personal property on the pad, not the 

owner of the pad. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change to assessed fees. Benefit far exceeds the fee, 

fee is based upon a reasonable methodology as set forth in proposed Order. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Harto to approve proposed Order denying appeal. (MOTION CARRIED 5-
0) 

• Attorney Walt Olsen Law Firm Appeal - Parcel #2722059193 
 Appeal: Fee should be assessed to the personal property on the pad, not the 

owner of the pad. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change to assessed fees. Benefit far exceeds the fee, 

fee is based upon a reasonable methodology as set forth in proposed Order. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Boyce to approve proposed Order denying appeal. (MOTION CARRIED 
5-0) 

• Attorney Walt Olsen Law Firm Appeal - Parcel #1722059303 
 Appeal: Fee should be assessed to the personal property on the pad, not the 

owner of the pad. 
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 Staff Recommendation: No change to assessed fees. Benefit far exceeds the fee, 

fee is based upon a reasonable methodology as set forth in proposed Order. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Harto to approve proposed Order denying appeal. (MOTION CARRIED 5-
0) 

• Parcel #7701940230 (Basil T. Kattula & J Paulette) 
 Appeal: The benefit charge increased too much over 2016. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change in fee. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Vice Chair George and SECONDED by Board 

Member Boyce to deny the appeal based on staff recommendations. (MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0) 

• Parcel #8830400007 (Daniel J. Carpinito) 
 Appeal: Alarm discount for partial alarm coverage on parcel. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change in fee until all apartment units are covered 

with alarm systems. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Chairperson Thomas and SECONDED by Board 

Vice Chair George to deny the appeal based on staff recommendations. (MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0) 

• Parcel #2822059285 (Dean & Karen Williams) 
 Appeal: Shed should be exempt. 
 Staff Recommendation: No change in fee, shed is greater than 399 sq. ft. 
 A MOTION was made by Board Chairperson Thomas and SECONDED by Board 

Member Harto to deny the appeal based on staff recommendations. (MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0) 

 
 The Appeals Hearing was closed at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda 

• A MOTION was made by Board Member Boyce and SECONDED by Board Member Harto to 
approve the Consent Agenda (MOTION CARRIED 5-0). 

 
Unfinished Business 

• There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business 

• Addendum to Master Lease Agreement for Additional Office Space 
This addendum is for an additional 7,648 rentable square feet of office space of certain 
real property commonly known as H-P Properties/Kent Office, 20811 84th Avenue 
South, Kent, Washington. Even though lease rates have increased during the past 36 
months, the terms of this addendum are the same as were negotiated in February 2014.  
The original master lease provides for potential future additional space for the Puget 
Sound Regional Fire Authority.  The additional space will assist in meeting current and 
future needs.  Potential personnel (FTE’s) or income from other jurisdictions would 
help to offset expenses.      

    
In order to streamline the process, we are requesting the Puget Sound Regional Fire 
Authority Governance Board to grant permission for the Fire Chief to sign the 
addendum to the master lease agreement with H-P Properties/Kent Office, LLC upon 
review and approval of the addendum by legal counsel. 
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A MOTION was made by Board Member Boyce and SECONDED by Board Vice Chair 
George authorizing the Fire Chief to sign the Addendum to the Master Lease Agreement 
with H-P Properties/Kent Office, LLC upon review and approval of the Addendum by 
legal counsel. (MOTION CARRIED 5-0) 

 
Executive Session 

• A 12-minute Executive Session was called at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose of RCW 42.30.110 (1) 
(g) – Review the Performance of a Public Employee. 

• The regular meeting was called back to order at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Signing of Vouchers 

• Vouchers were signed. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 

• Meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 


